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Happy Fall! 
 

As summer winds down we look forward to the first signs of fall: harvest celebrations, leaves turning colour, and the 

rejoicing of parents as their children head back to school. This fall promises to be an exciting time for CCRR as well. 

Our program is collaborating with other Early Childhood programs to open a community hub in Sechelt. Sunshine 

Coast Family Place, opening September 17
th
 at our Trail Avenue location in Sechelt, will bring together our family 

resource programs such as Bellies and Babies, Parent-Tot-Drop-In and Infant Development Program Playgroup. The 

hub will also provide on-site access to Early Intervention Therapies, parenting classes and other community-based 

services. Please join us for our grand opening celebration on Saturday, September 28
th
. Details are in the newsletter. 

  
Registration is underway for “Exploration and Discovery Conference” scheduled for Saturday, October 19

th
 at 

Chatelech Secondary. Our keynote this year is Maureen Dockindorf from the Ministry of Education who will be 

discussing the newly revised “Early Learning Framework”. Make sure you register early to get the workshops you 

want. This year, we are offering free admission to any student residing on the Sunshine Coast and currently 

attending an approved ECE program.  
 

On Friday, October 18
th
 from 7-8pm mem7iman Child Development Centre has graciously agreed to open their doors 

for a tour of their award winning Reggio inspired child care programs. Details are inside the newsletter.    
 

We are pleased to welcome our newest team member, Tamara Piekaar, who will be working with Lauri to provide 

Outreach Services to child care centres and family drop-in programs. Tamara brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience and we are excited to have her on board. If you would like to arrange a visit to your program give us a 

call. 
 

CCRR has new enhanced hours. Sechelt CCRR will now be open on Saturdays and we have added a Friday 

opening to our Gibsons location. Drop by and check out some of our new library resources.  
 

Have a wonderful fall and we hope to see you all at the conference! 

Catherine, Tracy, Lauri and Tamara 

Welcome to Our Newest Staff Member! 

 

From Tamara: 

Summer is coming to a close and I have met only some of the 

talented and tireless child care teams on the Sunshine Coast 

since my start in outreach with the CCRR team in June. For those 

that I have yet to meet, my name is Tamara Piekaar and I am so 

pleased to have found this role in child care on the Coast. My 

experience with children includes both on the floor and 

management work with early childhood and numerous years 

working with school age children. For 25 years, this work was in 

North Vancouver and Vancouver before my husband and I moved 

to Madeira Park in 2017. We love our little piece of paradise up 

here; being able to get out in the woods or out on the water and it 

all being so close to home is a wonderful thing. 

CCRR Has New Extended Hours! - Starting September 3, 2019 
 

Gibsons Office  Mondays: 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

   Thursdays and Fridays: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12-1 for lunch) 

 

Sechelt Office  Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12 – 1 for lunch) 

   Thursdays: 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

   Fridays: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12 – 1 for lunch) 

   Saturdays: 9:00 – 3:00 pm (closed 12 – 1 for lunch) 
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The Value in Letting Children Fail  
The core of true play 
 
By Marie Poss 

“Failure is instructive. The person who really thinks, learns quite as 

much from his failures as from his successes.” 

– John Dewey 

 

Walt Disney. Oprah Winfrey. Vera Wang. Thomas Edison. JK 

Rowling. Albert Einstein. What do all of these successful 

individuals have in common? They all persevered in the face of 

failure to rise above the obstacles in their lives to reach new 

progressive milestones. New research has highlighted the 

importance of teaching children the value in failure, and to see it 

not as a detriment, but as a natural part of the learning process. 
 

When was the last time you failed at something? 

It could have been a large failure, or a small failure, but we have all 

failed at different times in our lives. Perhaps it was making a 

terrible pot of coffee, or burning dinner, or forgetting to pick 

something up from the grocery store? Regardless of what the 

failure entailed, chances are you were resilient enough to not let it 

affect you too much. 
 

Failure is a component of life, and a tangible way to learn from 

natural consequences and grow from those same small defeats. 

However, as educators we often do not let children fail, and only provide opportunities for success. Yet the 

question remains, are success driven environments really helping our students, or is there value in letting children 

fail? 
 

By removing opportunities for failure we are also removing opportunities for learning 

Sue Riley (2005) describes how we remove obstacles for children instead of allowing them to learn from these 

tribulations when she states, “Adults, having learned so much from long experience, often find it difficult to give 

children defined areas of choice and then stand back and allow them to use their freedom. “Oops, he’s making a 

mistake” comes so easily that it is hard for Daddy not to insist that he knows best, for of course he usually does. 

Yet the parents’ knowledge cannot be spoon-fed to the children. One of the major responsibilities of adults is to 

give children freedom to learn from their own experiences and to shoulder the consequences of their choices. Too 

often we are inclined to isolate the virtue of responsibility and assume it can be taught in a vacuum.” (p.14). This 

explanation clearly demonstrates the way in which adults often minimize or eradicate obstacles or barriers to 

success, instead of allowing children to meet these barriers head on, learn from them, and overcome them. 
 

Learning through Failure 

Individuals who fail, learn from the choices they have made that have led them to their failure, and in turn grow 

both personally and professionally.  This is ultimately the goal of Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development — 

encouraging children to remain between the fine lines of mastery and challenge, a zone where children will be 

required to work hard and be challenged, but not simply master without effort. When children are learning in their 

individual zones of proximal development, they are challenged to think of solutions, problem solve, and regulate 

their emotions until they finally master the task at hand, something that takes time and commitment. When 

mastery finally presents itself after trial and error, the feeling of self-satisfaction is intrinsic and satisfying. 
 

Learning is intrinsic in failure, and promotes problem solving and critical thinking skills. When failure occurs, we 

must regulate our emotions, learn from our mistakes, and reanalyze both the problem at bay and the path we took 

to get there. I believe there is value in letting children fail and learn from their mistakes. By allowing children to 

stand on their own, exercise their own ideas, and learn from the natural consequences that unfold, educators 

Continued on page 4 

Failure is a component of life, 

and a tangible way to learn from 

natural consequences and grow 

from those same small defeats. 

3 



Continued from page 3 

teach children that failure is a natural learning consequence and one that should be learned from and not self-

depreciating. According to the Women in Business (2016) magazine, we know that, “As humans we are imperfect 

and prone to erroneous decisions, and as such we’re predestined to crash and burn from time to time. The trick is to 

keep those crashes from crushing our spirits, to accept that everyone fails and to remain undeterred from taking 

additional risks” (p. 19). When we teach children that they must use failure as a stepping stool and an opportunity for 

problem solving, we are teaching them entrepreneurial skills and how to use their critical thinking skills in a 

contextual way. 
 

In our current society we have maintained a fear of error, and this is evident in our children today. Many students are 

risk-averse and fear making mistakes. We need to allow our students opportunities to challenge themselves through 

trial and error and see failure not as a fault, but as a ladder for deep critical thinking. When we reframe the very 

thought of error from a negative to a positive concept, we change the self-deprecating mistake to be understood as 

the step it is to eventual success. Our current Ontario Ministry of Education document, The Kindergarten Program 

(2016), describes problem solving and innovating as one of the four frames of learning and highlights the importance 

of developing these skills when stated, “…it is important for educators to consider the importance of problem solving 

in all contexts – not only in the context of mathematics – so that children will develop the habit of applying creative, 

analytical, and critical thinking skills in all aspects of their lives” (p. 15). Encouraging problem solving and innovation 

skills are foundational to learning in young children, and yet we often take away the opportunity to develop these 

skills by only providing opportunities for success, and not natural failure. In failure, we explore and analyze critical 

thinking, problem solving, and innovation opportunities in an attempt to learn from the mistakes. 
 

Self-regulation in Failure 

In failure we teach children to think independently and therefore to make choices and learn from each choice they 

make. Sue Riley (2005) describes the importance of giving children opportunities to make choices when she states, 

“When we stand back and give children time to explore, to discover their own answers, to search for the answers 

even if they do not find them —there is learning in the search — we are providing fine stretches of open road for 

growth and decision making” (p. 25). When children are given opportunities to make choices and learn from their 

choices, they are also learning how to self-regulate their emotions, develop resilience, and persevere when 

confronted with obstacles. By recognizing children’s autonomy and giving them the opportunity to have both 

successes and failures, we also create opportunities for children to obtain “one of the most highly endorsed 

socialization goals in Western samples [which] is children’s self maximization, [and] reflects the ideas of autonomy 

and viewing children as individual agents who are responsible for the outcomes of their actions…” (Vanbergen, 

2016, p.535). When children feel they are autonomous and valued, they are more confident to make choices, learn 

from those mistakes and reach higher plateaus. 

 

By allowing children opportunities in failure to self-regulate their 

emotions and their actions we create independent learners who are 

active agents in their own learning. Instead of creating children that can 

not cope with defeat, we need to provide them with opportunities to 

learn how to rise above obstacles and persevere. It is through our 

experiences as children and the small failures we endure that these 

skills become taught. Instead of halting a student’s attempt at a “big” 

idea such as building a boat, why don’t we let them? Try out materials 

in a sink until you find one that is buoyant, challenge the student to stay 

within Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development by allowing them to 

try, learn, and reanalyze, until after many failures, they finally get a 

cardboard boat that floats. Process is the learning platform and failure 

in learning is a valuable tool for developing intrinsically motivated 

students who persevere. 

 

Part of failure is learning- learning how to self regulate the emotion of 

defeat. Stuart Shanker’s work describes the 

importance of developing self-regulation in young children when stated, 

“The early years are a time of extraordinary growth and development. 

Children’s capacity for self-regulation-how they manage energy 
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expenditure in response to stressors and then recover from the effort—is wired during these critical years. 

Trajectories are set early and once set can be difficult to change later in life” (Shanker, 2017, p. 1). Self-regulation is 

a critical skill children need to develop in order to learn how to deal with adversity as an adult, and by allowing 

children opportunities to fail and self regulate in failure we provide critical foundations for developing these skills. 

Goetz (2013) describes how these autonomous self regulatory skills are some of the most sought after adult skill 

set, and further describes how, “…enabling people to become independent learners is of particular importance in 

modern and fast-changing, knowledge- based societies. It is through self-regulatory competencies that people are 

better able to handle new challenges and achieve greater success and life satisfaction in both the short and long 

term. Consequently, the teaching of self-regulated learning skills has become a critical directive of schools, 

universities, and training institutions” (p. 130). Self regulation and failure are intrinsically connected, as they 

effectively teach children the emotional resiliency and problem-solving capabilities for developing later success. 

 

Continued from page 4 

Strategies to Encourage Failure as a Learning Opportunity: 
 

Describe failure in yourself. 

We know no one is perfect, so why do we expect perfection among children? Why do we praise 

perfection as a society amongst our children, when the real value of success lies in resiliency and 

adversity? Goetz et al discusses the importance of allowing children to see failure as opportunity for 

problem solving when stated, “ …acknowledging your mistake and apologizing to students shows 

them that one’s negative emotions can be identified and regulated” (Goetz et al). By recognizing 

mistakes we make ourselves we can help children understand that perfection is not an attainable 

quality, but self improvement and reflection skills are. When we start to externally portray the value of 

problem solving we also start to place importance on developing these essential skills. 
 

Comment on the process not the product. 

So often when children are creating, drawing, building, or writing, we focus on the product and 

comment on the end result- ie: “That looks just like a house!”, “You finished all of your letters”, or 

we use generalization statements about the product, “Good job!”. 
 

However, when we change our comments to process orientated they put an emphasis on the process 

and not the finished product. They value the steps children took before they got to their end result, 

and therefore place value on the thinking and the ideas, rather than the final outcome. ie: “Look at the 

colours you used”, “Can you tell me about how you came up with this?” 
 

Read Books Encouraging Failure and Resiliency: 

Children’s author Andrea Beaty (2013) has a fabulous children’s book titled, Rosie Revere, Engineer 

that describes the failures and criticisms a little girl endures as she builds a creation, yet at the end she 

learns the powerful message about perseverance when she is encouraged to try many “flops” but to 

never quit. Books like these demonstrate to young children the importance of self-reflection in failure 

and learning from mistakes as opportunities for growth instead of a halt. When children are given 

opportunities to learn, try ideas, and fail in the process they are also given opportunities to think 

critically about their failure and learn from the experience. 
 

Let children fail 

This may be the single hardest component to master, and yet the most critical component of later 

success. Success does not come to those that are afraid to fail, it comes to those that are not afraid 

to take risks. 
 

Successful entrepreneurs worldwide attest to risk taking as the single most important aspect of 

success. Mark Zuckerberg is quoted as saying, “The biggest risk is not taking any risk…In a world 

that is changing really quickly, the only strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not taking risks.” 
 

When children bring an idea to you (that you know will likely fail), instead of stopping them before 

they attempt it, let them try, and let them fail. Use the failure as a learning opportunity to research 

similar ideas and strategies that have worked, and let them try, try, again. 

Continued on page 6 
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The Challenge 

I challenge you the next time you see a child attempting a big idea, to stop yourself from telling them all of the 

reasons why it won’t work or leading them to an alternative, and instead let them try their idea, and most 

importantly, let them fail. Use this natural failure as a platform for discussing the obstacle, improvements to make, 

and recognizing why the failure occurred. When failure is used as the powerful learning platform it is, it can be the 

most contextual learning experience for children, and an opportunity for them to learn natural problem solving and 

critical thinking skills. 

 

Conclusion 

Many successful individuals have failed at some point in their lives, yet it was their ability to overcome these 

barriers that created their success. Could you imagine a world without these successful individuals? What if JK 

Rowling had listened to her first rejection letter and never wrote again? True success comes from understanding 

how to fail, learning from this failure, and trying again. Allowing children to have opportunities to fail in order to 

learn from this failure is truly an essential life skill for later success. 

 
Marie Poss is a professor at Fanshawe College Simcoe/Norfolk campus in the accelerated ECE/DSW program. Her central 
focus is on curriculum and documentation and she has a strong interest in cultivating creativity and critical thinking skills both 
within children and her adult students. ECE/BA/B.Ed/M.Ed 
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Special Event! Join us for a tour of mem7iman Child  
Development Centre. 

 

As a part of this year’s Exploration and Discovery con-

ference, please join us for a tour of the award-winning 

centre  on Friday evening. 

Friday, October 18th 7:00  - 8:00 pm 

5601 swiyk'als Drive, Sechelt, BC 

Many thanks to Sara McKinley and team for opening 

their doors to allow us a peek at their award winning 

Reggio-Inspired Program located in the heart of the 

Shishalh community. 

All are welcome. No registration necessary. 
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EXPLORATION and DISCOVERY 2019 

The Sunshine Coast’s own Child Care and Early Learning Conference  
 

Date:    October 19, 2019 Chatelech Secondary, Sechelt 

Time:  9:00 am 3:30 pm  Cost: $50.00 
 

Explore and Discover the BC Revised Early Learning Framework  

with keynote speaker Maureen Dockendorf, Educational Consultant, Ministry of Education 
 

Download the full brochure and registration form HERE. Register Now! Open to Everyone! Call 604-885-5657 or visit 

www.coastccrr.ca for more information. 5 hour Pro-D certificates will be issued. 
 

Special promotion for 2019 – All local Early Childhood Education Students can attend for free! To qualify, you must 

reside on the Sunshine Coast and be currently attending an approved ECE program. 
 

 

A Creative Approach to Understanding and Supporting Children with  

Behaviour Challenges 
Presenter: Laura Barnes, BEd, DVATI, MC, RCC 
 

Date:  Saturday, November 23, 2019     Time:  9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Location: Sunshine Coast Community Services, 5638 Inlet Avenue, Sechelt 

Cost: Free         Morning refreshments will be served 
 

Suitable for: child care providers for children from birth – adolescence and other early and middle childhood 

professionals.  Contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657 to register. 
 

This presentation will provide a basic neurological understanding of child development from infancy to adolescence 

and an understanding of why children express themselves and how we as caregivers can support them. You will 

learn a bottom-up approach to helping children navigate difficult feelings and behaviours as well as practical 

strategies and creative interventions to support and build resiliency in children who struggle. 
 

Laura works in private practice as a Clinical Counsellor and Art Therapist working with individuals and groups in both 

creative and counselling capacities. With a background in Education, she approaches mental and emotional 

concerns through a Neurological, developmental and attachment based lens to help navigate obstacles in children 

and adults such as ADHD, ASD, trauma, grief, transitions, anxiety, and depression to find meaning, understanding 

and acceptance.  

 

OFF-COAST TRAINING 
 

North Shore Early Childhood Conference: “To Learn, To Wonder” 
Saturday, September 28, at Capilano University, North Shore 

Registration Now Open.  Here’s the Link: https://tolearntowonder.ca/  

 

Positive Guidance Workshop 

October 3rd to 16th 2019 - ONLINE      ECEBC and Red River College in partnership 

For more information visit: https://earlyyearsbc.ca/events/positive-guidance/  

 

BCACCS Annual Provincial Training Conference:  

Our Languages, Our Teachings, Our Ways 
October 25 to 27 at Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond, B.C. 

https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/education-training/bcaccs-annual-provincial-training-conference/  

Upcoming Workshops and Training Opportunities  

http://www.coastccrr.ca/upcoming-training.html
https://tolearntowonder.ca/
https://earlyyearsbc.ca/events/positive-guidance/
https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/education-training/bcaccs-annual-provincial-training-conference/
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Child Care Administration Corner  
 

Revenue Canada’s Liaison Officer Services 

For child care providers operating their own small businesses, Revenue Canada is actively offering personal 

direct services and tax advice. 

 

The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) offers a free Liaison Officer service to owners of small businesses and 
self-employed individuals to help them understand their tax obligations.  
 
A visit from a Liaison Officer does not constitute an audit, and will not result in the CRA making 
reassessments to past tax filings. 

From the Revenue Canada website: 

 

During an in-person visit, a Liaison Officer will: 

 Answer your tax-related questions and address concerns 

 Discuss common tax errors and financial benchmarks in the small business community 

 Provide information on various tools and services offered by the CRA 

 Offer to review your books and records, and provide recommendations on how to strengthen 

your bookkeeping system 

 Explain common tax errors 

 Demonstrate how to use financial benchmarks for relevant industries 

 Provide information on the CRA’s services 

 Explain general bookkeeping concepts and best practices 

 

Here’s a link to access this service: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/programs/about-

canada-revenue-agency-cra/compliance/liaison-officer-initiative-loi.html 

 

Child Care Job Postings 

The Halfmoon Bay Childcare Centre is looking to hire an energetic, creative, kind and thoughtful qualified 

ECE to join our enthusiastic and friendly team.  

The position is part-time Tues-Thurs 8hrs a day with the potential to become full-time. Duties include, but 

are not limited to, working alongside and with children, planning and leading activities based on the interests 

that emerge, leading circle-time, and interacting with families.  

A current first-aid and criminal record search are required. Starting wages range from $18-20 based on 

experience with an increase and benefits being implemented after the three-month probation period.  

Experienced ECEAs may be considered with the possibility of educational funding after probation period.  

Please contact Jenn at hmbchildcarecentre@gmail.com or 604 885 3739 

Natural Connections Childcare in lower Gibsons is in search of a qualified person to join our team 

this September! We spend much of our time outside exploring the fantastic area which surrounds us such as 

beaches, parks, forest trails, market, marina and more!! Natural Connections Childcare offers competitive 

wages, benefits package, an extra paid week off around the Christmas holidays and a supportive, inviting, 

fun and creative work environment. If you have your ECE, ECEA or have experience working as a support 

educator please send your resume along with 3 references to naturalconnectionschildcare@gmail.com.  

Here’s the website for more information:  www.naturalconnectionschildcare.ca 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/programs/about-canada-revenue-agency-cra/compliance/liaison-officer-initiative-loi.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/programs/about-canada-revenue-agency-cra/compliance/liaison-officer-initiative-loi.html
mailto:hmbchildcarecentre@gmail.com
mailto:naturalconnectionschildcare@gmail.com
http://www.naturalconnectionschildcare.ca


Congratulations to our 
Responsible Adult in 
Child Care Settings 
graduates. CCRR was 
pleased to offer this 
training in partnership 
with Open Door Group, 
Jobs in Demand in 
Sechelt.  

New Family Child Care 
 

A warm welcome to Nikki Esty, owner 
and operator of “Circle of Love Family 
Daycare” who recently reopened her 
centre in Gibsons. Congratulations, 
Nikki! 

By Tamara Piekaar, CCRR Outreach Consultant 

In childhood, the “middle years” refers to the period in life between early childhood and adolescence; child develop-

ment experts consider children ages of 6–12 as being in their middle years. Children this age spend more time in 

school and in other activities like organized sports, clubs, and increasing amounts of time with friends, developing 

their own identity. While this may seem like an “easy” stage of development, this developmental path contributes 

substantially to who they will become as an adolescent and further, who they will become as an adult.  

Middle years children are experiencing a world very different than any of us reading this newsletter. They are grow-

ing and developing in a time of dynamic and fast change. Technology is playing an increasingly leading role in their 

lives bringing with it so many opportunities as well as challenges and a barrage of information. 

Focus on this stage of development is receiving more attention than before and this time of a child’s life is being rec-

ognized for its complexities and lifelong impressions on who we become.  

Sunshine Coast CCRR is working to add more support for our school age kids and training for the caring and adven-

turous adults who work with them. Here are a couple of valuable resources for people who care for middle years 

children. 

http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/documents/middleyears/On-MY-Way-Middle-Years.pdf 
http://www.childrenspartnershipsurreywr.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/WEB-Middle-Childhood-Development-
Guide.pdf  

School Agers, Middle Years…  Who are These Kids?  

CCRR will be closed on the following dates: 

Monday, September 2nd – Labour Day 

Monday, October 14th – Thanksgiving Day 

Saturday, October 19th – Exploration and Discovery Conference 

Friday, November 1st – All staff training 

Monday, November 11th – Remembrance Day 
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Serendipity Child Development Society in Madeira Park began a fresh new garden this past Spring. The 
organization applied for and was awarded a piece of the Legacy Fund grant through Sunshine Coast Community 
Forest  to build and maintain a food garden in the child care yard. (Click here for Sunshine Coast Community 
Forest funding page)  Planter boxes were installed, garden soil was spread followed by seeds and plants. Add 
water, sunshine and some green thumbs… et voilà! Fruits and veggies for all! 

Children pick blueberries and peas as they play, the group has made zucchini loaf and parents take home excess 
produce for family dinner. As you can see from the blueberry-free plant in the photo, the children play outside a lot 
and the berries were juicy! 

Serendipity’s Garden - By Tamara Piekaar, Outreach Consultant 

Child Care Provider Support Visits 
Would you like a supportive visit from a CCRR consultant? Have you always wanted to borrow from the lending 

library but don’t have the means to pick up or return items? 

Our team would love to pay you a visit, and bring resources from our lending library to your child care centre. We also 

offer supportive consultations, stories with props, and activities that compliment your program,  

We’re booking now for fall visits. For more information or to book a visit call us at 604-885-5657 or email 

coastccrr@sccss.ca.  

New to the CCRR Lending Library:  
Indigenous Story-Telling Activity Boxes 
 

We would like to acknowledge shíshálh Nation for their generous funding of this project. We would also like to thank 
the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society and Lorelei Baker of Community Services for their guidance, support and good 
advice in the creation of these boxes.  

Cedar  

Activity Box 

Salmon 

Activity Box 

Bear 

Activity Box 

Eagle 

Activity Box 

http://www.sccf.ca/who-we-are/sccf-legacy-fund
http://www.sccf.ca/who-we-are/sccf-legacy-fund
mailto:coastccrr@sccss.ca
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Wild Summer Discoveries - By Lauri Paul, Outreach Consultant 

Finding worms at Huckleberry Coast  
Child Care 

Hiking the trails in Halfmoon Bay 

In Ruth Wilson’s book, Learning is in Bloom (2016), she explains that the natural world does not have to be taught to 

young children. “Connect with the rhythm of nature…Children will care if they become familiar with the wonders of the 

natural world and understand that Earth is where we live. It is our home.” (p. 9).  Here is an invitation for child care 

providers and care givers to keep alive the wonder and curiosity of the natural world and to share it with a child. 

Together you can “rediscover the joy, excitement and mystery of the world” (Carson, p,.2). 

Curiosity and spontaneity are important. Did you know that many well known naturalists attribute the longevity of their 

curiosity to the presence of a playful, encouraging adult in their childhood? Can you recall your first sense of wonder 

experience? 

Let the child’s curiosity lead you to rediscovering your own sense of wonder. Follow an ant; is there anything in those 
tiny holes in the tree? Feel the bark of many different trees. Listen to the different sounds of birds, the wind through the 
leaves, the waves on a rocky shore and the smell of low tide and a campfire. 
 
Check out the Nature Center, Botanical Gardens and Marine Education Center for many creative and natural 
ideas. 

 
Iris Griffith Nature Centre 

15200 Sunshine Coast Highway, Madeira Park, 604.883.9201 

 
5941 Mason Road, Sechelt  
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org 

 
Located in the Gibsons Public Market  
473 Gower Point Rd. Gibsons 604-245-3163 
 

Resources Books available at CCRR: 

 Learning to Bloom—Cultivating Outdoor Exploration by Ruth Wilson, PhD 

 Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv 

 Cultivating Outdoor Classrooms by Eric M. Nelson, MA 

 Rethinking the Classroom Landscape by Sandra Duncan, EdD, Jody martin, Rebecca Kreth 
 
References 
 

Carson, R. (1991). Teaching kids to love the earth. Duluth, MN: Pfeifer-Hamilton. 
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Releasing butterflies at StrongStart 

Making a mud and flower cake at 
Serendipity Child Care 



 

 

 

Join Us for our Grand Opening Celebration: 

Saturday, September 28
th

, 11:00—1:00pm 

For more information contact the CCRR: 604-885-5657 or email coastccrr@sccss.ca 

 

 
INCLUDES: 
Bellies and Babies:   Tuesdays, 11:00am – 1:00pm 
Parent-Tot-Drop-In: Tuesdays 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
     Fridays 9:30 – 11:30am 
 

Infant Development Program Playgroup: 
     Thursdays 10:00am – 12:00pm 
 

Child Care Resource and Referral Program:  New Expanded Hours! 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays 9:00am – 5:00pm (closed 12-1 for lunch) 

Thursdays   3:00 – 7:00pm 
Saturdays   9:00am – 3:00 pm (closed 12-1 for lunch) 
 

Parent-Child Mother Goose Program:   
     Thursdays  Oct 4—Nov 28  12:30 - 2:00pm                                                
Circle of Security Parenting Program: 
     Wednesdays Oct 16—Nov 27  6:00 - 8:00pm 
 

Infant Massage:               Wednesdays Oct 16—Nov 13  1:00 - 2:30pm 

Opening September 17th!  
Sunshine Coast Family Place 
5520 Trail Avenue, Sechelt 
Sechelt’s Newest Family Resource Hub 

Sunshine Coast  

Family Place 

GRAND OPENING! 



Dads Matter Program 

 
Dads Matter is an 8-week program for fathers looking to up their 

fathering game. You want to be the best Dad you can be and we 

are here to help you achieve that goal.  

 

Come meet other fathers in the community and learn:  

  about the change in the fathering role  

  about the importance of fathers  

  developmental stages  

  how to set a good example  

  effective discipline without punishment  

  how to enhance the connection with your child(ren)  

  about your own reactions and how to gain more 

control  

 

Date: Wednesdays September 25th— November 6th  

Time: 5:30pm - 7:30pm ( dinner provided)  

Where: Sunshine Coast Community Services, 5638 Inlet Ave, Sechelt  

Cost: Free.  Call the CCRR office to register 604-885-5657 

My Booklet BC On-Line Presentation 
 

Monday, September 16
th
 6:00pm 

Sunshine Coast Family Place 
5520 Trail Avenue, Sechelt 
Cost: free 
To register, contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657 or email 
coastccrr@sccss.ca 
Open to everyone! 

 
MyBooklet BC is A FREE online tool that families and people with disabilities can use to create a 
beautiful and personalized information booklet for a loved one or for themselves. 
 
 Are you tired of constantly repeating your "story" to doctors, teachers, therapists, friends and 

family? 
 Do you wish all your important information was in one document? 
 Do you wish you could share more than just the medical and diagnostic facts? 
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, you'll want YOUR OWN myBooklet now! 
Are you interested in learning more about the MY Booklet BC on-line tool or do you have staff in 
your office that would like to learn more? Family Support Institute of BC is pleased to announce 
an excellent opportunity for families and service providers to learn about the My Booklet BC on-
line tool.   
 
This presentation is hosted by Supported Child Developmnet and the Child Care Resource and 
Referral Program in partnership. 
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