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Happy Spring!
So far 2018 is shaping up to be a busy year for the early years community. We have been able to offer several
training events including Infant Mental Health webinars, Appetite for Play, Motivational Interviewing and a
Responsible Adult in Child Care Settings course. This spring, CCRR will continue to offer a variety of workshops
including more webinars, Signing for child care providers, a felting workshop, Equitas training, and a rebroadcast of
the ECE BC conference keynote address. Please see inside the newsletter for details.
Several communities around the province have created a children’s charter of rights consisting of their own voices,
and during the next few months the Sunshine Coast will begin work on our very own locally made charter. To help
prepare child care providers to gather input from their children, CCRR will be hosting a workshop with Equitas,
Canada’s most recognized and active human rights education organization. Details are on page 6. The whole
project will take several months and CCRR staff will be available to support child care centres who wish to
participate.
The BC 2018 provincial budget has introduced initiatives to help make child care affordable for families across the
province. Beginning April 1st, child care providers who sign up for the Child Care Operating Fund will receive
funding to help reduce fees for families. More information and links are on page 3.
May is child care month and once again the CCRR is honouring the hard work and commitment of our local child
care community. All child care providers, family resource workers and Strong Start staff are invited to join us at the
Sechelt Art Gallery on Wednesday, May 23rd for a fun evening of dinner, crafts and a guest speaker. Stay tuned for
further details.
Next month, CCRR will conduct our annual client satisfaction survey. We look forward to your comments and
suggestions and find them helpful as we plan for the coming fiscal year. There will be a draw for a gift certificate for
those who participate.
We hope you all have a Happy Easter! We’re doing our sun dance and keeping our fingers crossed for some warm
and sunny weather. Please note that CCRR offices will be closed on Good Friday (March 30th) and Easter Monday
(April 2nd).

Catherine, Tracy and Katie
New Hours for the Sechelt Office
We are happy to announce that our Sechelt
office will be open Mondays
from 9 am to 5 pm.
Here are our updated hours:

SECHELT OFFICE

Monday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Tuesday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Wednesday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thursday: 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Friday: 9:00am to 3:00 pm

May is child care month, and Child care providers
appreciation evening approaches!
Save the date for:
Wednesday evening, May 23

GIBSONS OFFICE

Location: Sechelt Arts Centre

Monday 3:00pm to 7:00pm

Food! Fun! Friends! Stay tuned for details...

Thursday 9:00am to 5:00pm
Offices closed for lunch between 12—1
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Early Childhood Care and Education Program at Capilano University
Public Announcement:
Early Childhood Education Program Planned for the Sunshine Coast –
Information Session April 18
Capilano University's kálax-ay / Sunshine Coast Campus is planning an ECCE
Diploma (Basic Certificate plus Infant-Toddler and Special Needs) intake starting
September 2018, pending budget approval.
The program is tentatively scheduled for two courses per term (online and face-toface) to accommodate the needs of working students. An information session will be
held the evening of April 18, 2018 -- please save the date and let others know.
Funding may be available to help support your studies. Here’s two links:
ECEBC Bursary Program
Canadian Federation of University Women

Changes to Child Care and the BC Government’s Commitment to
Universal Child Care
Major changes are happening in funding for child care. Budget 2018 takes action to make child care more affordable by:
 Introducing a new affordable child care benefit that will reduce child care costs by up to $1,250 per month per child
and support 86,000 B.C. families per year by 2020/21.
 Providing up to $350 per month directly to licenced child care providers to reduce fees for an estimated 50,000
families per year by 2020/21.
For information regarding Budget 2018 and Government's commitment to universal child care, please visit http://
gov.bc.ca/childcare
If you have questions regarding Child Care BC, Caring For Kids, Lifting up Families (https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/
family-and-social-supports/child-care/childcare_web.pdf) you can contact the Ministry of Children and Family
Development at earlyyears@gov.bc.ca
For inquiries regarding the child care fee reduction initiative please contact the Child Care Operating Funding Program
(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/childcare-operating-funding) at mcf.ccof@gov.bc.ca or 1 888 338-6622.

Minor Capital Funding
Do you require emergency upgrades or repairs to your facility or
replacement or repairs of flooring, fixtures or other eligible furnishings to
comply with the Licensing Regulations within your Child Care Facility? Or are you relocating?
You may be eligible for up to $2,000.00 in Minor Capital Funding per facility (per physical address not per license).
Visit our website at www.gov.bc.ca/childcareminorcapitalfunding for details.
If you have any questions, please call the program toll free at 1 888-338-6622 option 5.
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Inviting Family into the Classroom
By Kathreen Francis
While the primary training of a childcare professional appropriately focuses on the safety and education of young
children, often too little attention is paid to the role of parents and family members—both as active participants and as
part of the daily curriculum—in the early childhood classroom. After all, often the very reason that children are being
cared for outside the home is because parents are at work (and therefore busy) or desire an outside social and learning
experience for their children. However, it is critical to remember that parents are the “experts” on their own children and
their presence, personally and through daily play and projects, should be viewed as a critical part of a child’s success. It
is very important that families take a central role, and this can be encouraged by the attitude of the childcare professional
and the curriculum used in the classroom.
Parents and guardians are often invited to take an active role in planning field trips, coordinating and gathering
information for projects, volunteering in classrooms, and participating in an advisory capacity on boards or committees.
Here are some other ideas you can easily incorporate into your program to bring the family into the classroom—both
directly and through activities that allow children to think about their families frequently throughout the day.
Create a family-friendly environment! Simple additions like extra coat hooks and chairs, a message board, or a special
area for family members to settle in and play with or read to a child offer obvious signs of welcome. Let parents know
that their presence is expected and appreciated by showing them where books, craft items and toys are stored so they
can participate spontaneously.
Communicate! Newsletters, emails, weekly notes, parent-teacher conferences, and daily conversations will keep parents
connected to the classroom and the progress of their children. Teachers and parents should strive at all times to stay
connected with one another, sharing any concerns or celebrating any successes the children experience.
Invite family members directly into the classroom to share hobbies, cultural traditions, special recipes, family pets, etc.
This is not only a wonderful opportunity for the young child to see and take pride in her own family, and a terrific learning
experience for the other children in your care, but it also tells families that their unique stories are appreciated and
valued in the classroom.
Establish volunteer and social opportunities for families who have rigid work hours: after-work pot-lucks, craft preparation
(which might include cutting or assembling), gardening, painting, fundraising, etc. Be creative and flexible. Don’t assume
that a parent who is always in a hurry or barely makes it in on time for pickup is not interested in your program. Offer him
a chance to help or socialize outside of business hours.
During the day you can also bring a child’s attention to her family and her place within it by the discussions and projects
that you undertake in the classroom. Here are just of few of countless ways you can get started:
Make a collage! Allow children to cut (or choose pre-cut) and paste pictures of activities their families enjoy, pets that
resemble their own, etc. to create a special collage. This will encourage a child to not only think about his family but also
relate it to the bigger world. You might also try a collage using the traced and cut-out hands of family members. Help the
children label the hands and then join them together, creating a beautiful visual tribute to the families in your care/
classroom.
Help children create a family tree. For very young children, this “tree” might simply be naming everyone in their
immediate households and the others who are special to them—including pets, imaginary friends, and toys! A
preschooler might enjoy the challenge of exploring another generation or two and including aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Keep the tree simple and uncluttered and refer back to it frequently as a source of discussion. Update the trees with the
births of siblings and cousins as the children share family news.
Using a small box or container covered in pretty paper, help each child craft a photo box with images of his home and
family. This “family box” can be used to help soothe a child in need of comfort or as a tool to launch discussions specific
to the child’s home interests.
Continued on page 5
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Read good books! There are many, many excellent children’s books that affirm the diversity of today’s families.
Recognize when choosing reading material that not every child may live in a traditional household, and make sure that
your library reflects this. Choose books that represent a range of family types, including children living with grandparents
or single heads of household, interracial families, foster families, etc. Be sensitive to family variety with any classroom
project you undertake, but know that books give you a special opportunity to legitimize and support all families.
Helping the children in your program acknowledge and celebrate differences and similarities among families will help
them create self-esteem, confidence, and healthy self-identity. So take the time to get to know your families. It will be a
wonderful learning experience for everyone!
Kathreen Francis is a Legislative Aide in the Michigan State Senate with a special policy interest in 0-5 learning and K-12
Educational/Funding issues. She is also the parent of four active children.
Early Childhood News. http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/ Reprinted with permission

The CCRR welcomes Spring —especially in our
Sechelt kid’s play area! Here’s our Spring sensory
bin.

Networking Event—Child Care Providers Drop-In!
Thursday, April 5, 6:30—8:30 pm
CCRR Office Sechelt, 5520 Trail Ave., Sechelt
Stop by and meet other child care providers. A great opportunity to network and share ideas


Light refreshments provided



Bring a craft or activity you are working on, or choose our Pete the Cat felt story

Would you like to be in our newsletter?
Do you have an event you wish to advertise? A job posting? A buy and sell ad?
We are also looking for photos, activity ideas, art or curriculum projects for upcoming editions. All submissions
will be credited to the author so this is your chance to show off your centre!
Send your submissions to coastccrr@sccss.ca.
Please note we will need consent from parents/guardians to publish photos of children.
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Upcoming Workshops and Training Opportunities

To register contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657 or coastccrr@sccss.ca

Equitas Training for Children’s Charter of Rights
Equitas is an organization that specializes in human rights education. Trainers are coming to the Coast to
guide us with our Sunshine Coast Children’s Charter. All child care providers are invited to attend.
Date: Monday, April 16, 6:00pm to 9:00pm. Gibsons CCRR office.
A light dinner will be served. .

Can You Talk With Your Hands?
Monday, April 23, 2018 Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Location: Gibsons CCRR
Cost: Free!
Suitable for: Early Childhood Professionals and parents.
2 hour professional development certificates will be issued
This class is an opportunity to learn basic sign language vocabulary and practice signing with others in a fun
and casual environment
Presenter: Samantha grew up as the only deaf person in a hearing family with two hearing sisters
who learned to sign with her. Sam graduated from a mainstreamed school. She is the mother of three hearing
children and a deaf dog.

The Warrior Code - a Webinar Keynote Presentation plus Workshop
A webinar keynote presentation plus workshop from the 47th annual ECEBC conference: Navigating Our World
Through the Lens of Early Childhood. It’s Our Moment.
Presenter: Marc Battle
Saturday, May 12, 2018 9:00am – 12:00
Location: Sechelt CCRR, 5520 Trail Avenue
Cost: Free!
Suitable for: Child care providers and other ECE professionals.
3-hour professional development certificates will be issued.
Keynote: In this address, Marc will speak about how having an ECEs code of honour helps our profession
uphold a code of ethics. He will challenge us to uphold our ethical duty to leave today better than tomorrow.
Quality early childhood education and care programs provide a “marvelous staging ground” for children to learn
to live as human beings in a community.
Workshop: Think about how you learned what your limits were or how far could you push your body and as a
result painting a different image of yourself. How did you learn to negotiate with friends and say “no” to things
that made you uncomfortable? How did you learn to take a chance on your ideas or your creativity? If
everything is learned through experience, then many have learned these valuable skills through taking a risk.
Yet we are bubble-wrapping our children and shielding them from the risks that we participated in and blinding
ourselves to the consequences of these actions. This workshop will explore the kinds of risk in children’s play,
what they learn from it, and how we can allow children to risk safely.
Marc Battle is an ECE instructor at Red River College in Winnipeg, who also works with Aboriginal Head Start
programs.
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Upcoming Workshops and Training Opportunities

To register contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657 or coastccrr@sccss.ca

Felting a Fairy Cottage
Presenter: Natalie Grambow
June 4, 2018 6:30 – 9:30pm
Location: Gibsons CCRR
Cost: $25.00
Suitable for Early Childhood professionals and parents. 3 hr. pro-d certificates will be issued.
Fleece, materials and tools included in the workshop – participants should each bring a towel and a spray bottle
In this workshop, participants will learn how to create their own three-dimensional little fairy cottage to include
in their magical stories, creating a natural environment to explore story-telling with soft, sensory props for a
puppet play or to add to a fairy garden where children can ignite their imagination and create their own stories.
During the workshop, we will cover needle felting techniques using naturally dyed sheep’s wool fleece as well
as some wet felting techniques. Participants will each take home their own beautifully crafted fairy cottage. No
previous experience required.
Natalie Grambow works at Community Services as a Family Resource worker and is trained in early childhood
and child development. In addition, she has also been trained in therapeutic story-telling and puppetry for
young children. Natalie also has an extensive background in Textile Arts and has been teaching fiber arts
workshop, story-telling for young children, puppetry and felting for many years.

Infant Mental Health Community Training Institute - A Series of Dine and Learn
Webinars
A unique web-based lecture series with renowned world experts focusing on promoting early mental health and
well-being during the first 1000 days of life.
Suitable for: child care providers and other early childhood professionals.
2- hour pro-d certificates will be issued.
Fee: Free! A light supper will be served.
Understanding Brain Development in the Early Years – Dr. Pat Levitt
Date: Thursday April 12th, 6:00 – 8:00pm
Location: Gibsons Early Years Centre, 783 School Road
Temperament and Language Development: I Would Talk if You Were More Interesting
Presenter: Wallace E Dixon, Jr.. Ph.D
Monday, May 7, 2018 6:00 – 8:00pm
Location: Gibsons Health Unit, 821 Gibsons Way
Epigenetics: Genes, Environment and Behaviour
Presenter: Adele Diamon, BA, Phd, FRSC
Thursday, June 7, 2018 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Location: Sechelt CCRR
This series is being offered in partnership with Sunshine Coast Community Services Society, School District
#46, Vancouver Coastal Health and Sunshine Coast Early Years Centre.
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Child Care Administration Corner:
Are You “Opting In” for the new Child Care Fee
Reduction Program?
The following is taken from the BC Government publication “Child Care BC: Frequently Asked Questions”
I’m a licensed provider – will I receive further operational supports through Budget 2018?
In addition to the funding for the child care fee reduction initiative, providers who choose to participate will be
eligible for a lift in their CCOF base funding of 10% in 2018-19 to support operational expenses. This is the first
increase in CCOF in 10 years.
I’m a licensed CCOF provider – how and when do I join?
When providers receive their 2018-19 contract for review, they will be able to join the new child care fee reduction
initiative as part of their contract renewal. Information explaining the initiative will be posted on the program
webpage and emailed to providers in the weeks leading up to contract renewal. Any questions about joining can
be directed to the Child Care Operating Funding Program at
1-888-338-6622.
I’m a licensed provider – what if I don’t want to join?
At this time, the new initiative is optional, and providers can choose to participate at any time. However, the
initiative provides funding to help providers reduce their parent fees, which will help to keep their program
competitive with other programs in their community, while also supporting the families in their programs by
providing them with a break in their monthly child care costs. In addition, participating providers will receive a 10%
increase on their current CCOF base funding.
To view the complete document, click here.

Child Care Job Postings
Early Child Care Assistant, Serendipity Child Care Centre
Serendipity Child Care Centre, a licensed non-profit daycare in Madeira Park, is currently seeking a part-time
Early Child Care Assistant (approx 16 hours per week).
Description:
 Assist in implementing child-care programs that support and promote the physical, cognitive, emotional and
social development of children
 Lead activities by reading stories and providing opportunities to express creativity through art, dramatic play,
music and physical activity
 Maintain an environment that protects the health, security and well-being of children
 Establish and maintain collaborative relationships with co-workers and community service providers; attend
staff meetings
 Maintain daycare equipment and assist in light housekeeping duties
 Assist in clerical tasks and record keeping.
Requirements:
 Completion of secondary school
 Completion of a child care training program such as "Responsible Adult in a Childcare Setting"
 Valid first aid and CPR certification
 Willing to undergo criminal record check (will be paid by employer)
Pay: $15 - 17 commensurate on experience
Please reply to vicepserendipity@gmail.com with a resume.
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New to the LENDING LIBRARY
Every year our quality selection of parenting and child care
books grows!
Here are some new ones we have added:
Raising Resilient Chilidren by Robert Brooks, Ph.D.
and Sam Goldstein, Ph.D.
Raising a Secure Child by Kent Hoffman, Glen Cooper,
and Bert Powell
Working with Children and Youth with Complex Needs
by Michael Unger

How to Raise a Wild Child by Scott D. Sampson

Partners in Child Care Meet with Sunshine Coast MLA Nicholas Simons
Members of our child care
community had a great chance to sit
down with Nicholas Simons to
discuss the new Provincial Budget
and how it will affect child care.
From left: May Pearson, Catherine
Bunce, Catherine Leach, Nicholas
Simons, Tracy Wright

Have questions on how the new child care funding will roll out? Unsure on
whether or not to “Opt In”?
The CCRR will be hosting a drop in evening where we review and discuss all the available resources and information .

Thrusday, March 29 . 5:00 to 8:00 pm. Sechelt CCRR office.

Off Coast and Online Training Opportunities
International FASD Conference
April 18 – 21, 2018, Hyatt Regency Vancouver, Vancouver, BC WEBSITE
ECEBC’s 47TH Annual Conference: May 3 to 5, 2018
Navigating Our World Through the Lens of Early Childhood. It’s Our Moment. WEBSITE
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport
West Kootenay Early Years Conference
May 25 – 26, 2018, (TBA) Nelson, BC WEBSITE
National Symposium on Child Well-being
August 20 – 21, 2018, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC WEBSITE
9

Katie’s Winter Outreach
An Invitation to Play – Makeup pad
snow people at Little Flower Child
Development Centre.

Milk jug mobiles with shapes
and colours at Kidz Club in
Sechelt.
Left: Taylor M.
Right: Katelynn S. & Katie
Borowski

Exciting Announcement!
Early Childhood Educators of BC and Child Care Resource & Referral Programs of BC have
partnered to ensure high quality professional development can have a farther reach to Early
Year’s Professionals across BC. Exclusive online viewing of Marc Battle’s key note address
and workshop from the ECEBC conference will be hosted at participating CCRRs in May
2018.
Emily Gawlick, ECEBC Executive Director shares, “This is a fantastic opportunity to provide
exceptional education and to extend our reach throughout the province.” Vancouver Coastal
CCRR Regional Coordinator Sue Irwin adds “we have a shared vision and role of enhancing
the quality of professional development for early year’s professionals, and reducing barriers to
increase access to training in BC. We are thrilled to be official partners with ECEBC on this
opportunity and have the infrastructure throughout BC to foster further community of practice
opportunities.”
Honoured to Journey together, Emily Gawlick, Executive Director ECEBC, Sue Irwin, Vancouver Coastal Regional
Coordinator CCRRs
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Gibsons Public Library—Upcoming Events and Spring Programs
Wednesdays, 11 am-Noon - Preschool Storytime. Ages 2-5 &caregivers. Drop-ins welcome.
FREE at the Gibsons library, 470 South Fletcher Road, Gibsons.
Thursdays, 10:15 am-11:15 am - Bouncing Babies Storytime. Ages 0-2 & caregivers. Drop-ins welcome. FREE at the
Gibsons library, 470 South Fletcher Road, Gibsons.
Spring Break Camps for children and youth (Register by calling the library at 604.886.2130)
Saturday, March 17, 11 am-12:30 pm - Lego! Come play, create and be challenged. All ages (under 6 years must be
accompanied by an adult).
March 21, 22, 10:30 am-12 pm - Sphero! Playing and coding fun. Come to a single day or both. Ages 8-12.
March 21 & 22, 23, 1-3 pm - Book-Making: Make one-of-a-kind art books.
Ages 9-14: March 21/22, Ages 5-8: March 23
March 28 & 29, 12:30-3:30 pm Spoken-word champ Lucia Misch joins us from Vancouver to teach this two-day
workshop for youth ages 12-24ish.

Stepping into Kindergarten Health Event —SPRING 2018
Do you have a child entering Kindergarten September 2018?
We will be offering the following health services in preparation for Kindergarten
Entry: Hearing Screening, Immunization Boosters and Catch-up, Dental
Screening, Vision Screening, Speech and Language Screening, Nutrition and
Injury Prevention Information, Growth/ Development and Reproductive Health
Information.
For more information and to book an appointment call:
Sechelt 604-885-5164 Thursday, April 26 and Friday, April 27 9am—3pm (by appointment)
Gibsons 604-984-5070 Wednesday, May 23 and Thursday, May 24 9am—3pm (by appointment)
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“The rights of the child are specific
rights that aim to protect all human
beings younger than 18 years
old.” (United Nations Convention on
the Rights of
a Child)
Basic human rights apply to all human
beings regardless of their age.
However, because of their vulnerability
in our society, children need special,
distinct rights that protect them. These
rights apply no matter what the child’s
ethnic origin, religion, language,
culture, or sex. They have the best
interest of the child at heart, and they
support the right to full healthy
development. Furthermore, children
have a right to express themselves
about their own needs. They need to
be heard.

Children’s rights ensure that all
children will have an opportunity to
reach their full potential.
Creating the Sunshine Coast’s very
own Children’s Charter will provide a
specific list of rights for our children
that reflects our geographic and
cultural environment. This document
can then be used as a cornerstone by
community partners, leaders,
agencies, and government to guide
decision making and planning.
Rights can only be fully achieved when
all of us (including children) recognize
that every single one of us has them.

Over the next few months the Sunshine Coast Children’s Charter Committee plans to develop a children’s charter based
on the voices of our children themselves. We will be engaging with community-based organizations that work directly
with children. These professionals will be invited to attend training on facilitation and data gathering techniques, and
then bring these techniques to their programs. They will then use these methods to engage with children and
encourage them to express what their own rights shall be.

For further information, please contact Heidy Kux-Kardos at the

Sunshine Coast Early Years Council heidykk@telus.net or 250-719-5188

