
 

Spring 2020 

CONTENTS: 
 
Editorial, Caregiver Appreciation  
Evening    2 

Article: Fostering Creativity  3,4 

New to the Lending Library, Notice to  
Library Subscribers   5 

Pender office, an Outing with Kids Club 6 

Upcoming local and off-Coast  
professional development  7 

Child Care Operating Funding,  
New Spaces Fund   8 

Outreach at Jack and Jill Preschool, 
Sneezes and Diseases info  9 

EDI Wave 7, Risk Assessment toolkit 10 

My Tween and Me leader training 11 

Funded by the Province  of BC 

Facebook page 

Sunshine Coast Child Care and  

Community Connections 

CCRR Contact Info: 

Sechelt Office: 604-885-5657 

Gibsons Office: 604-886-3013 

coastccrr@sccss.ca 

Hours of Operation: 

www.coastccrr.ca/contact--hours 
Sechelt Kidz Club after school program spends time at the  
beach examining and collecting sea glass. More on page 6. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sunshine-Coast-Child-Care-Resource-and-Referral/1382248932026688
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sunshine-Coast-Child-Care-Resource-and-Referral/1382248932026688
mailto:coastccrr@sccss.ca
http://www.coastccrr.ca/contact--hours


2 

 

Happy almost spring! There are now little pockets of blooming daffodils and crocuses so spring must be close by. 

Plans for garden boxes at The Family Place are set to go and our dads drop in group is ready with their hammers 

and saws. We can’t wait to enjoy all those veggies and herbs.  

May is child care month and in honour of our child care providers, CCRR is hosting a caregiver appreciation 

evening on Wednesday, May 13
th
. All child care providers are invited to join us at Gourmet Girls in Davis Bay for 

an evening of appies, games, a discussion about networking and gifts for everyone. Gourmet Girls staff will be on 

hand and participants are welcome to purchase grown-up beverages. Please see inside the newsletter for further 

details. 

The district of Sechelt received funding from the province last year to conduct a Sunshine Coast child care needs 

assessment and develop a plan to address them. The plan will identify the extent of child care needs, where 

spaces are needed and opportunities to create more spaces. The final report is now available to view: https://

www.sechelt.ca/Live/Current-District-Projects/Sunshine-Coast-Childcare-Action-Plan  

We are planning a “Responsible Adult in Child Care Settings” course for Thursday evenings starting May 7 – June 

25. If you have any staff who need training, please contact us and we will add them to the list. Further details are 

in the newsletter.  

CCRR staff has been busy adding new resources to our lending library. Please drop by anytime during our office 

hours and pick up something new and exciting for the children in your care.  

Catherine, Tracy, Lauri and Tamara 

Attention Child Care Providers!  
Caregiver Appreciation Event  
 
Wednesday, May 13, 2020      

6:00—7:30pm 

Join us at Gourmet Girl in Davis to celebrate the 

important and essential work you all do! 

Canapés and non-alcoholic refreshments will be 

served. Wine and beer can be purchased by the 

glass.  

RSVP by calling the CCRR  

604-885-5657 

Child Care Providers to Do List: 

Listen to the little hearts 

Model kindness and respect 

Be busy yet tranquil 

Breathe in… Breathe out 

Smile 

CCRR Closures 
 
All CCRR offices will be closed for 

the following days: 

 Easter long weekend 

 Friday, April 10 

 Saturday, April 11 

 Monday, April 13 

Victoria Day 

 Monday, May 18 

https://www.sechelt.ca/Live/Current-District-Projects/Sunshine-Coast-Childcare-Action-Plan
https://www.sechelt.ca/Live/Current-District-Projects/Sunshine-Coast-Childcare-Action-Plan
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What Is Creativity?  
Creativity focuses on the process of forming original ideas through exploration and discovery. In 
children, creativity develops from their experiences with the process, rather than concern for the 
finished product. Creativity is not to be confused with talent, skill, or intelligence. Creativity is not 
about doing something better than others, it is about thinking, exploring, discovering, and 
imagining. Creativity is found in the obvious art and music, but can also be found in science and 
play. 
 

Because we think of art, music, dance, and drama as examples of creative ideas, we may have 
forgotten that creative thought is found in all aspects of a growing child ’s life and can be learned 
from daily life. Just look at how creativity shows itself when a scientist discovers a cure for a 
disease, how a business owner decides to increase sales, how the grocery clerk bags the 
groceries, or how a parent finds a way to entice a reluctant child to head off to bed.  
 
Getting Started: Inviting Creativity  
Providing the opportunity for creativity is as easy as allowing children to draw with crayons on 
blank paper, to bang a pot with a wooden spoon in time to music, to build an inviting reading area 
with blankets and cushions, or to hop and bop to a favorite children ’s recordings. Something as 
easy as drawing on a blank surface is surprisingly important. Research shows that children who 
draw frequently do better in reading and math and will shine at focusing on learning tasks. 
Choosing their own drawing materials empowers children and opens their eyes to the world around 
them. 
 

What can we do as teachers to help creativity take hold? When a child presents you with a drawing 
and says, “Look at what I made!”, respond by saying, “Tell me about your drawing,” or ask, “What 
do you like about your drawing? ” These open-ended responses let the child evaluate his own 
creativity while initiating conversation about the work at hand. Try not to guess what that gooey 
green glob of paint is supposed to be because it may only be a gooey green glob of paint. By not 
assuming anything about the child ’s work of art, the door to self-evaluation and communication 
opens. 
 

How Can Teachers Encourage Creativity?  
Encouraging creativity in young children is a process where teachers must open their own 
channels of allowing, accepting, and turning over some control to the children themselves. James 
D. Moran III, Dean of the College of Human Ecology at the University of Tennessee, suggests that 
teachers: 

 Emphasize process rather than product.  

 Provide a classroom environment that allows children to explore and play without undue 
restraints. 

 Adapt to children ’s ideas rather than trying to structure the children ’s ideas to fit the adult ’s. 

 Accept unusual ideas from children by suspending judgement of children ’s divergent problem 
solving. 

  Continued on page  4 

There’s no doubt about it: Creativity is as natu-

ral and necessary for children as fresh air and 

sunshine! By exposing children to creative ex-

periences, we give them the gift of a rich and 

memorable childhood while laying the founda-

tion for a lifetime of creative expression – all 

topped off with a heaping helping of important 

learning skills. 
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 Use creative problem solving in all parts of the curriculum. Use the problems that naturally occur 
in everyday life. 

 Allow time for children to explore all possibilities, moving from popular to more original ideas.  
Sparking creativity is enjoyable and easy through common classroom activities. For example, go for a 
slow walk with your children outdoors and notice the world at hand. Talk about the many colors and 
precious details of nature. Come back to the classroom and give the children crayons, chalk, or paints 
to express what they remember seeing. On another day, take drawing materials along with you to a 
park or out into the schoolyard. Encourage the children to notice something that they might have 
overlooked before. Drawing is an excellent way for children to see in detail. The creative benefits are 
immense, and you will have fun, too.  
 

Easy Tips for Nurturing Creativity Through Art  
The art area is a favorite for children because it is easy and natural for them to be creative with art 
materials. The following tips will help you see how easy it is to incorporate creativity in art throughout 
your classroom: 

 Allow children spontaneous art explorations they can do on their own.  Crafts with directions to 
follow and planned projects are fine in moderation, but open -ended art should be at least 80 
percent of the program. Having a collage area in your classroom is a great way to encourage 
children’s creativity. Save odds and ends in plastic tubs or shoeboxes. Provide tape, glue, stapler, 
stickers, and cardboard or heavy paper. Watch as children assemble and design their own 
collages with the materials on hand. Change the buttons to beads and see the collage take on 
new creativity. Change the paper to cardboard, and it ’s an all-new experience. 

 Create an art center in your classroom where children can freely explore and discover on their 
own with easy materials kept accessible for them.  All you need is a table next to low shelves filled 
with tubs of supplies like crayons, glue, staplers, tape, scissors, scraps, colored paper, and 
collections of collage materials. Allow independent access based on the age of the children you 
teach. Older kids will have more materials and more freedom than younger ones, but younger kids 
can definitely work independently. Add a paint easel and tub of playdough to expand the 
possibilities. 

 Emphasize the enjoyment and the value of the “process” of creating art, more than the results or 
the finished product. The finished results of a young child ’s work are not as important to that child 
as the exploration and experimentation that went into creating them. Products are usually an adult 
value, and once kids know they can explore and discover on their own, they stop worrying about 
how things must look. For example, a child may mix all the colors of the rainbow and make a 
brown smooshy painting. But think about what he saw and learned as he mixed all those colors 
together. The brown painting may not be much to look at, but the process he went through was 
thrilling for him, opening possibilities in creativity and thinking. It is important to add that children 
should expect to “make mistakes.” It is in finding solutions or modifying their experiences that will 
make the value of creativity most evident.  

 Encourage children to try new ways of doing things.  Even when the children participate in a craft 
project, it is important to encourage the students to think up their own twists and turns to make 
their project unique. I like to tell children, “There is no right way and no wrong way to do art. 
There is only your way.” When a child says to me, “Draw it for me,” I simply respond by saying 
that I could never draw on their valuable, unique work, and that I would much rather see what they 
do on their own. 

 Expand creativity into other areas of the curriculum.  Put on some lively music, and encourage 
children to draw what they hear. Drawing squiggles and dots in time with music will nurture brain 
development and broaden the familiar activity of drawing to a new all -time high. All this creativity 
and joy will be a springboard to inquisitiveness about the sciences and the children ’s surrounding 
worlds. 

 Show your appreciation of your children ’s creativity by displaying the art they choose to 
display. Many of their works will be experiments and may not be important to them; that is, they 
may not want or need to take them home or display them. Accept their evaluations of their own 
work.  

 

Making Creativity Part of Every Day  
Make creativity a part of every day in your classroom. Try some of these ideas to get things rolling:  

 Read stories. 

 Laugh together. 

 Use voices for the characters in the books you read out loud.  
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 Join in the tea parties in the housekeeping corner during imaginative play.  

 Modify the housekeeping/dress-up corner into the home of the three bears, with threes of 
everything from chairs, to bowls, to beds. Transform that same housekeeping corner into a rocket 
ship or a veterinarian ’s office. 

 Build towers and bridges with wooden blocks. Add cardboard tubes or scraps to change the 
possibilities. 

 Invite puppets to talk with children and help them learn new songs and finger plays.  

 Change the classroom furniture arrangement to encourage spaces with new purposes and 
functions. 

 Have a picnic-style snack on the floor instead of at the usual table.  

 Move books into a private reading   corner made from an appliance   box. 

 Use common everyday objects for new uses. For example, paint with a rubber ball dipped in paint, 
change a book into a talking puppet, or turn a table over and make it a boat.  

 

Conclusion  
Teachers who respect children ’s ideas help them learn to think and solve problems for themselves. 
Children who feel free to make mistakes and to explore and experiment will also feel free to invent, 
create, and find new ways to do things. Grant the lasting gift of freedom to children – to make 
mistakes and learning from doing. The side benefit is that fostering creativity in our classrooms 
makes teaching more rewarding and fun and gives children a zest for imagining and learning to last a 
lifetime. 
 
Copyright © 2015 Bright Ring Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Earlychildhood.com LLC.    
http://brightring.com Reprinted with permission.  
 

New to the Lending Library 

Games!  We have a great selection! Here are a few new ones, 

NOTICE TO CCRR LENDING LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS 

The CCRR lending library is growing and borrowing has steadily risen. We enjoy the many visitors to our library 

and welcome your comments and suggestions.  

Please note that CCRR staff count and disinfect all items before they are returned to the shelves. To help us 
maintain the high quality of our resources we ask all borrowers to ensure all items are returned clean and with all 
the pieces intact.  

Please inspect your items upon borrowing and if you let us know within 48 hours about any missing or damaged 
items, we will not hold you responsible. After 48 hours there is a fee for anything returned damaged or with 
missing parts.  
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An Outing with KidzClub 

By Tamara Piekarr, CCRR Outreach and Program Support 

We know what it is we do but do we understand why? 

I had the pleasure of joining Sechelt KidzClub on a walking trip to the beach on a pro-d day in February. Untypical-

ly the weather on that Friday in February was perfect. Cool, breezy and the sun shone sharp and pure over our 

heads. Perfect beach walk day.  

We headed out with lunches in hand and a plan to collect rocks to bring back to the centre for painting. As the 

group began to spread out on the rocky shore, the direction and interests began to spread too. Two boys spent 

their time leaping from log to boulder. A group of girls sat squeezed into a sheltered area between logs. Two boys 

poked and dragged a stick across a boulder. With pride they showed me their handiwork – drawings of their 

names in water on the rock. It was fantastic. We were at the beach for over an hour, enjoying our lunches and 

treasure hunting beach glass and beautiful stones.  

This is what we did and now I am reflecting on why did we do it? It was a spectacular day, that may be a good 

enough reason why. But if we start from the place of what our values are in our work with children, this beach walk 

becomes a place of so many more things. My values in child care revolve around creativity, compassion, citizen-

ship, nature and experience. I saw these values in the time we spent at the beach. Children were creating worlds 

with a stick and a stone. Children were supporting each other in their treasure hunting pursuits; they were finding 

joyful meditative moments sliding their hands through ocean-tossed pebbles so smooth to the touch. They were 

finding shapes in rocks - building capacity for wonder in environmental science. Identifying our values and using 

them as a lens to articulate the “why” in our work with children makes the work more meaningful for both the chil-

dren and ourselves.  

It was a beautiful day at the beach in February.  

Pender Office 
Our Pender office is off and running!  We have full support for parents and child care providers, as 
well as a small selection of lending library items.  Come visit us on Wednesdays from 11:00 am to  
3:00 pm.   
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Responsible Adult in Child Care Settings Course  
 
This 20-hour course prepares participants for the following employment possibilities: 
 School Age Group Child Care (licensed) 
 Occasional Child Care (licensed) 
 As a replacement or a substitute/casual on call for Early Childhood Education Assistants 

(licensed group child care centres or preschools) 
 
This course also meets the training requirements for non ECE Child-minders  
Other employment possibilities may include casual family drop-in programs, family child care or 
other related positions. 
 
This is a non-credit course (cannot be applied towards the completion of a degree). 
 
Dates: Thursdays May 7, 2020 – June 25, 2020 

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 pm 

Location: The Family Place, 5520 Trail Avenue, Sechelt 

Cost: $100.00 (includes workbook) 

Please register by contacting us at 604-885-5657. 
 
OFF-COAST PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
The 9th International Research Conference on Adolescents and Adults with FASD:  
Review, Respond and Relate – Integrating Research, Policy and Practice Around the World 
April 22 - 25, 2020 
The Hyatt Regency, 655 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
https://interprofessional.ubc.ca/initiatives/fasd2020/  

ECEBC’s 49th Annual Conference 
Discover Our World, Discover the Possibilities…Standing Strong Together 
April 30 – May 2 
Raddison Hotel Vancouver Airport 
For more information visit: https://ecebc.ca/events/index.html 

7th Biennial Conference on Developmental Disabilities: Health and Wellbeing across the Lifespan 
November 25 - 27, 2020 
Sheraton Vancouver Airport, 7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC  

Upcoming CCRR Workshops and Training  
Opportunities 

Bellies and Babies presents: 

Community Clothing Swap 
 

Admission is free!  Bring clothes/take clothes 

Saturday, April 4, 10 am to 1 pm 

Gibsons Rec Centre 

Children and adult clothes to be laundered and 

brought the day of the swap.  No toys. 

https://interprofessional.ubc.ca/initiatives/fasd2020/
https://ecebc.ca/events/index.html


Child Care Administration Corner  
New Spaces Fund and 
Child Care Operating Fund 

Two messages from the Government of BC: 

Renewal for Child Care Operating Funding (CCOF) is underway for licensed child care providers in 
B.C.  

For information about how to renew for 2020/21 CCOF Base Funding, the Child Care Fee Reduction 
Initiative (CCFRI) and the ECE Wage Enhancement (ECE-WE), including updated Funding 
Guidelines for CCFRI and the ECE-WE, visit the CCOF website. 

We are encouraging all providers to renew as soon as possible, particularly those proposing a fee 
increase.  

We’ve made the following important changes for 2020/21: 

The Early Childhood Educator Wage Enhancement doubles to $2 per hour on April 1, 2020. 

The Administrative Top-Up funding under the CCFRI increases to 20% on April 1, 2020. 

Approved parent fees will be posted on the CCFRI website. 

A new Program Confirmation Form where information can be saved and updated. 

——— 

Due to the success of the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund, the Province is updating the funding 
guidelines and sharing best practices with applicants to better support projects in communities with 
an acute need for new child care spaces. 

Beginning February 10, 2020, the New Spaces Fund will be accepting applications through two 
application windows. The first of these will begin on February 10 and end on May 11, 2020. All 
applications submitted prior to February 10, 2020 will be assessed under the previous funding 
guidelines. A second application window is scheduled to open in July 2020 and will close in 
November 2020.  

Additional updates to the 2020/21 funding guidelines include: 

Priority for projects with a provincially funded cost per space of under $40,000  

An increased focus on linkage between the proposed project and the need within their community 

Reference to a community child care plan or needs assessment, such as those created through 
UBCM’s Community Child Care Planning Grant program 

That any necessary professional, administrative and consulting services total no more than 15% of 
the total provincially-funded project cost 

More detailed information about these changes can be found on the Childcare BC website at: 
www.gov.bc.ca/childcare/newspacesfund  
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The Science of Early Child Development (SECD) is a knowledge 
translation and mobilization initiative designed to make current research 
accessible to anyone interested in learning more about the impact of 
early experience on lifelong health and well-being.  Click here for access: 

https://content.scienceofecd.com/bcaccess 

Access to these resources has been funded by the government of British 

Columbia 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=A09393D52625431690857CB1F04B5213
http://www.gov.bc.ca/childcare/newspacesfund
https://content.scienceofecd.com/bcaccess
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Recycling Cardboard Construction Zone  
  -  Jack and Jill Preschool 
By Lauri Paul, CCRR Outreach and Program Support  
 
The children had big ideas. The collaborative structure kept them curious, 
engaged and delighted.  

This was part of an extended 
group project. The children were 
exploring the concepts of reusing 
many recycled materials to 
construct and transform their 
ideas.  

I was curious about their 
intentions? Were any of the 
children wanting to build 
something specifically? Did 
everyone contribute their ideas? 
What next? How will it be explored or transformed tomorrow? What other 
materials could be offered? 

Vancouver Coastal Health Sneezes and Diseases 
Sneezes + Diseases began as a popular resource book for caregivers 
and parents. It includes information on how to prevent the spread of 
infections and communicable diseases, with fact sheets explaining what 
signs to look for and how to care for children. Link to book:  Get the re-
source book 
Sneezes and Diseases is now available as a website.  This site has a 
wealth of up to date information and is easier to navigate then the previ-
ous format. You might want to check it out at: https://
sneezesdiseases.com/ 

More experimental play... 

Painting on bubble wrap and 

then making prints at Parent-

Tot-Drop-In at Family Place in 

Sechelt. 

 

https://sneezesdiseases.com/resource/sneezes-diseases
https://sneezesdiseases.com/resource/sneezes-diseases
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/pd7EkYhI3JJrPecC_VTdUg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgMZgAP0QcaHR0cHM6Ly9zbmVlemVzZGlzZWFzZXMuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAACAZFBelR7vg1IUc3VlLmlyd2luQG5zY3IuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/pd7EkYhI3JJrPecC_VTdUg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgMZgAP0QcaHR0cHM6Ly9zbmVlemVzZGlzZWFzZXMuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAACAZFBelR7vg1IUc3VlLmlyd2luQG5zY3IuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~


Early Development  
Instrument  - Wave Seven 
 

The Human Early Learning Partnership 

(HELP) is pleased to announce the release 

of the Early Development Instrument (EDI) 

Wave 7 Community Profiles.  

The EDI Community Profiles highlight newly 

released EDI data from Wave 7 (collected 

between 2016-2019) and also provide an 

overview of patterns and trends in early child 

development based on data collected between 2004 and 2019 (Waves 2-7). These data are reported based on 

children’s home postal codes and include all children who live within a school district’s boundaries. The Profiles 

explore the short- and long-term EDI trends at the community- and neighbourhood-levels. Additional, provincial-

level data is included to help communities situate local data in the broader BC context.  

A complete list of all 59 EDI Community Profiles can be accessed on our website at  

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/maps/edi/. This page also includes a link to the EDI BC 2019 Provincial Report: 

Wave 7, released November 2019 as well as a number of EDI maps and resources. 
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New! 

Risk Benefit Assessment for Outdoor Play: A Canadian Toolkit 

A useful publication for practitioners regarding children’s outdoor play! 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/44ed054b-917b-4e02-a1e3-e6c4cbfe0360 

FULL HOUSE AT DEBORAH MACNAMARA WORKSHOP! 

Both parents and child care providers alike 

enjoyed the two days of workshops with 

Dr. MacNamara on January 10 and 11. 

The workshops featured aspects of Dr. 

MacNamara’s new book Rest, Play, Grow 

– Making Sense of Preschoolers (Or 

Anyone Who Acts Like One). 

This book is available at the CCRR lending 

library. 

Stay tuned to the CCRR website for future 

workshops for both parents and child care 

providers. 

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/maps/edi/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/44ed054b-917b-4e02-a1e3-e6c4cbfe0360



