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Spring greetings!
Well hello everyone! As we enter into the spring season, our thoughts move to being outside and exploring all the
new growth that spring has to offer.
The CCRR program is moving right along with this theme by providing a virtual workshop entitled ‘Exploring
Seasonal Planting in Early Years Settings’ on April 29, where we will explore a variety of ideas for indoor and
outdoor planting, and examine the growing process. Contact us to register for this workshop. We also aim to
provide some outdoor workshops in small groups of child care providers on planting and gardening in our great
outdoor space at the Family Place in Sechelt. As always, lunch is included! Child care providers can contact
Nancy here at our office if they are interested.
For those of you who want to explore the ideas of self-kindness and resilience (and really, who doesn’t), we are
hosting a workshop by local art therapist Laura Bans entitled ‘A Creative Experience to Self-Compassion’. See
page 5 for all training and workshop details.
Our Sechelt and Gibsons offices continue to be open regular hours, and we aim to provide the best service
possible. We have a great new team here at the CCRR and we are happy to help you find what you are looking
for, or support you in any way we can. Our library gets new items in on a regular basis—see page 6 for new
additions.
The CCRR continues to partner with the Early Childhood Pedagogy Network and provide engagements with our
child care community. Janet Lacroix, our local community pedagogist regularly hosts community information
sessions. More information about this project is on page 8.
We wish you all a happy spring and are looking forward to connecting with you.

Tracy, Nancy, and Amy

CCRR Closures
All CCRR offices will be closed for
the following days:
Easter long weekend


Friday, April 02



Monday, April 05

Agency wide staff event


Friday, May 14

Victoria Day


Monday, May 24

Welcome Amy Robinson

CCRR’s New Office and Program Support worker
Being involved in community and working
with children has always been a passion of
mine. I am grateful to be part of the team
at the Child Care Resource and Referral
Program, where I can provide support and
be immersed with families. I was born and
raised on the Sunshine Coast and am now
raising my children in Roberts Creek. We
have participated in many of the programs
offered through Community Services,
which has enriched our lives. I am happy to share these
experiences with you and discuss the exciting programs, lending
library and workshops offered. I look forward to seeing you soon!

Thank you Salish Soils!
We appreciate your kind donation of a full 3 yards of soil for The
Family Place garden.
The soil will help us grow food.
There are some amazing plans this spring in the Family Place
garden. Come by to see the growing changes and play in our outdoor
space!
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Building Together Project: One Solution to
the Coast’s Housing Crisis
By Sandra Cunningham
Capitol Campaign Manager, Building Together
Project, Sunshine Coast Community Services Society
We are all aware of the lack of affordable housing on the Sunshine Coast. Daily
we hear of someone having to move from their long term accommodations and
face higher rents – if they can find somewhere to move. Covid has
disproportionately affected women and children adding to an affordable housing
crisis. There are over 1,100 children living in poverty on the Coast – and that was
before the Covid pandemic. In 2016, 5 years ago, 40% or more of all renter
households were living in unaffordable housing across the Coast. (Urban Matters
Housing Report October 2020). We also know senior women are equally
disadvantaged. The waiting list for seniors housing is over 250 - more than the
units currently occupied (Housing Needs Report Implementation Framework Dec 2020).
During 2020, Sunshine Coast Community Services Society (SCCSS) had an increase of 62% of people looking
for housing, rental assistance and food bank help as well as 183% increase of women and children at risk and
women seeking counselling. These numbers are disheartening.
SCCSS has part of the solution. Our plan is to build a stronger, safer, Coast for all through affordable housing for
women and children and a space for accessible and inclusive programs for the entire community. Our Building
Together project comprises a new dual-use structure and an enhanced outdoor community area. There will be 34
units of aﬀordable housing specifically for women and their children, a range of spaces tailored to the needs of
our community support programs, community gardens, pedestrian walkways and outdoor gathering spaces.
This development will be built on land in downtown
Sechelt that we already own and on which we already
provide a wide variety of community services. W ith our
thoughtful design and community-centric approach, we will
revitalize the neighbourhood at the end of Inlet Avenue
into a safe and welcoming space for all.
It is necessary to build a six storey building because of the BC
Hydro right of way through our property that precludes us from
building out so we have to build up. The District of Sechelt is
holding their fourth hearing this month and all signs point to
approval on all fronts. The architects are tweaking the design and
contractors are being hired.
Having all our programs accessible through a single front
door means creating a warm and welcoming hub; one that
provides support and programs, wellness and connection,
enhancing our Food Bank program with a community
kitchen, garden, education and training on nutrition
creating a vibrant and safe outdoor space that will invite
community interaction. Bringing our services to one place

Our plan is to build a stronger, safer, Coast for all through
affordable housing for women and children and a space for
accessible and inclusive programs for the entire community.
3

Continued from page 3
also means we create efficiencies in managing them, thus devoting more of our resources to the
participants who need them. The entrance to the building will be on the opposite side from where it is
now. The centre of the building will be open to provide tenants with access to a secure, outdoor
gathering space.
Our programs will be open to the entire community: drop -in playgroups and support services for
pregnant women and new parents; counselling services for families, women and children; space for
youth to access support and connection; infant development support and resources; resources for
seniors through our Better at Home program; outreach to other areas.
Community connection will be increased through our
comprehensive volunteer program, outdoor
gathering space with pedestrian walkways
connecting to downtown, indoor community meeting
spaces in off hours, and the landscape and art
developed with First Nations will incorporate the
history of the area.

Rendering of the conceptual build-

Height as seen from the Crosswalk across from Big

This project will cost about $23 million. The federal
and provincial government will fund the four storeys
of affordable housing units. W e have applied for
grants but we expect we will have a shortfall of
about $3 million for which we will turn to the
community to help fund. We have a Plan B but want
to remain mortgage free so our revenues can be put
into the programs where it is needed.
For more than 45 years, we have provided
resources and services to people living on the
Coast. This past year we supported over 5,000
people, through more than 30 programs offered in
one of our eight facilities located in Sechelt and
Gibsons. Our services support pregnant and new
moms, families, children, youth, adults, and seniors
through the provision of crisis response, support
programs, housing, and advocacy. Programs
include Arrowhead Clubhouse, Bellies and Babies,
Youth Outreach, the Sunshine Coast Food Bank,
Police-based Victims Services, Better at Home and
Childcare Resource and Referral.

You can help spread the word. Invite us to do a Zoom presentation to your book club, service club, a
group of friends. Tell your neighbour, your family, your friends. The more people who know about this
milestone project the better chance we have to meet our financial shortfall. Thank you! You will make
a difference because you care for your community.

When our most vulnerable are taken care of, we all benefit.
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Upcoming CCRR Workshops
To register, contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657 or
coastccrr@sccss.ca
Exploring Seasonal Planting in Early Years Settings
Presenter: Julie Hansen, Early Childhood Educator, Consultant & Author
Date: Thursday April 29, 2021 Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m. via Zoom
Suitable for: Child care providers early years professionals and parents
Discover a wide variety of ideas for indoor and outdoor planting, developing
insect-friendly garden spaces, container garden options, and incorporation
vegetable patches into program outdoor spaces. Participants will leave this workshop with the
following skills: Having a better understanding of plant varieties, explore
incorporate recycled materials intro your outdoor spaces, learn about different styles of gardens,
discover how to extend learning opportunities from the garden into the program space and
involve the children in the planning, creation, development and maintenance of the garden.
PresenterJulie Hansen has been an Early Educator for 20 years. She obtained her Diploma in
Early Childhood Education and has extensive experience in a variety of areas within early
childhood education. Julie ’s primary goal as been to support fellow educators and early years
professionals and has published articles in Provincial and National ECE journals

A Creative Experience to Self-Compassion
Presenter: Laura Barnes, BE.d, DVATI, MC, RCC, BCATA
Date: Thursday May 20, 2021 Time: 6:30-8:00 p.m. via Zoom
Suitable for: Child care providers, early years professionals and parents
Practicing self-compassion and developing strategies for building inner resources enhances resilience,
which acts as a buﬀer against professional burnout and fatigue. This is a workshop for those seeking to
reduce anxiety, enhance well-being and respond with self-kindness to the challenges of work, relationships
and everyday life. Participants will create a vision wheel that will help them connect with aspects in their life
that may feel ‘heavy’ or ‘stuck’ and develop intentions to bring flow, well-being and a deeper personal
connection to their needs. They will also practice techniques that can be easily implemented in their daily
self-care practice. Suitable for childcare providers, early years professionals and parents.
Equipment required per participant: poster paper, pencil crayons or markers, scissors, glue stick,
magazines, handouts.
Presenter Laura Barnes works in private practice as a Clinical Counsellor and Art Therapist working with
individuals and groups in both creative and counselling capacities. With a background in Education, she
approaches mental and emotional concerns through a Neurological, developmental and attachment based
lens to help navigate obstacles in children and adults such as ADHD, ASD, trauma, grief, transitions,
anxiety, and depression to find meaning, understanding and acceptance.

Child care Job Posting
Position: Out of school center – ECE Assistant / Responsible Adult supervisor for children 5-12 years old
Hours: Flexible. Afternoons 3-4 hours. Additional hours are sometimes offered.
Qualifications: ECE or Responsible Adult course. First Aid certificate .
Consent to have a criminal record check. Class 4 drivers license a bonus.
Responsibilities: Supervision of children during outdoor and indoor play - unstructured and sometimes
structured activities requires standing and walking during the shift. Staff are responsible for monitoring children's play, teaching appropriate language and actions, helping with conflicts/problem solving, peer interactions
and social skills. Contact: Little Scholars 604 740-1969 or email sherri@secheltdaycare.com
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Lending Library Toys

Look at these fun additions waiting for you in our library!

Print Resources
Our most recent book additions showcase educational pedagogy and emergent learning.


Picturing the Project Approach,
Creative Explorations in Early Learning
By Sylvia Chard, Yvonne Kogan, Carmen Castillo



Inquiry-Based Early Learning Environments;
Creating, Supporting, and Collaborating
By Susan Stacey



Alternative Narratives in Early Childhood –
An Introduction for Students and Practitioners
By Peter Moss



Designs for Living and Learning
Transforming Early Childhood Environments
By Deb Curtis and Marge Carter

New Book Release - “Ing”by Lauri Paul
We are pleased and excited to share a copy of a book written by
local author, colleague and friend, Lauri Paul. It was written in
Halfmoon Bay.

NOTICE TO CCRR LENDING LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS
The CCRR lending library is growing and borrowing has steadily risen. We enjoy the many visitors to our library
and welcome your comments and suggestions.
Please note that CCRR staff count and disinfect all items before they are returned to the shelves. To help us
maintain the high quality of our resources we ask all borrowers to ensure all items are returned clean and with all
the pieces intact.
Please inspect your items upon borrowing and let us know if there are any missing or damaged parts.
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CCRR Outreach and Support
What strange times we are living in! Although, I joined the
CCRR family as an Outreach and Support Program member
during this pandemic, I feel the loss of connection with our
incredible Child Care Providers. I think I have introduced myself
and met most of you, however, briefly and I look forward to the
days when we can spend more time capturing moments of your
children at work or discussing projects in progress.
In the meantime, please know that I am happy to offer delivery
service to all child care providers of any lending library
materials. We now offer our catalogue online at
www.coastccrr.ca to see what we offer. If the item is being
borrowed by another member, we can reserve it for you.
You can call your request in at 604-885-5657 or email me at ncarter@sccss.ca
Hope to see you soon! ~ Nancy Carter, CCRR Outreach and Support.

ART SUPPLIES Deliveries!
Sadly, we were unable to offer our annual conference last year.
So in lieu, we provided gift certificates to all our Child Care Providers
for new art supplies! We have to say that it was a lot of fun seeing
everyone’s happy faces upon delivery. We sure hope you all enjoy!
Modeling clay Exploration
and creation at Jack & Jill Preschool.

Growing Together at The Family Place—a gardening workshop for families
To register: sfrench@sccss.ca
This is a wonderful opportunity to be part of the creation of our Family Place Garden and to learn
some new skills.
WHO: Parents and Caregivers and children 0-6
WHEN: Thursday March 11, 25, April 15, 22 & May 13, 20 From 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
WHERE: Family Place Garden 5520 Trail Ave, Sechelt

Generous Spirit Project
Presenting a short film by the Generous Spirit project. It’s a
wonderful journey into the heart of indigenous teachings.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE VIDEO
For more information on the Generous Spirit project, here’s a link to
the website: https://drawingwisdom.ca/about/
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ECPN Sunshine Coast Pedagogist News
by Janet Lacroix
What Does Pedagogist Work Look Like in the Early Childhood
Education Space?
The Early Childhood Pedagogy Network (ECPN) is the
provincial group of pedagogists who support early childhood
educators in BC. Funded by the Ministry of Children and Family
Development (MCFD), the ECPN is implementing this new role
across the province, expanding the pilot work of the MCFDfunded Investigating Quality Project (Pacini-Ketchabaw et al.,
2020). The ECPN has three interconnected streams, including
the community stream where many pedagogists are positioned
within a Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) Program to
reach early childhood educators in that CCRR Program’s
communities (for current participating communities see https://
www.ecpn.ca/).
Digital Research Display at the Loris Malaguzzi

International Centre, Reggio Emilia, Italy. The
Pedagogists work with educators in early childhood education
camera is focused on the vegetation and the
programs and connect with the wider local ECE community to
image is then projected onto a large screen for a
create space for pedagogical conversations that explore what it
close-up look.
means for educators, children, families, and communities to live
Photo Credit: Janet Lacroix
well together. The BC Early Learning Framework writes that
pedagogists are responsible for helping to create and sustain
quality early childhood education (ECE) programs by supporting
educators to continue to implement the B.C. Early Learning Framework; to design, execute, and evaluate
inquiries/projects within their practice settings; and to engage in critically reflective dialogue about pedagogical
practice through pedagogical narrations. (Government of British Columbia, 2019, p. 7)

The ECPN views pedagogists as provocateurs—someone who provokes, incites another to action—who enact
situated pedagogical projects in early childhood spaces. These projects are co-constructed with educators and
children. They are inspired and shaped by the conditions and context of where they take place. Pedagogical
projects, or curriculum inquiries, evolve through careful observation and collaborative dialogue, a process we in
BC refer to as pedagogical narration. They are focused, intentional, and explored collectively over a long period
of time (e.g., several months, an entire school year). For example, an inquiry might focus on a particular
material, place, relationship, routine, or question. Being collectively curious and thinking together about
something (e.g., charcoal, the forest that backs our centre, bear-human living together, COVID-19 drop-off and
pick-up at the gate, “how do we understand care?”) invites educators, children and others to consider and
experiment with how they live and learn together in that particular space. Pedagogical projects are avenues for
sustained pedagogical curiosity, critical thinking, and collective curriculum engagement. They invite questions
and often foster new ways of looking at familiar places, materials and habits, which can be transformative and
invigorating for how educators do their work.
Typically, a pedagogist works alongside educators and children by visiting them regularly, once or twice a
week, in the classroom. In this time of pandemic measures, pedagogists are working with programs virtually
and finding creative ways to communicate with educators that work well for everyone. Pedagogists also share
resources, such as an article to read, a video to watch or a podcast to listen to, that support/foster/provoke the
collective project engagement. When working within an early childhood space, pedagogists take into
consideration that educators have different interests, experiences, understandings, and educational
philosophies.
Pedagogists take time to attune to what is important to educators and children and encourage the same slow,
careful, attunement with the educators and children they work with. It is through such pedagogical work that
pedagogists foster conditions for enlivening the BC Early Learning Framework’s vision of respectfully living and
learning together.
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Janet Lacroix is a community pedagogist with ECPN working with early childhood educators in the Sunshine
Coast Community. If you would like more information about her work, you can contact Janet directly by email at
jlacro@uwo.ca. ECPN hosts a discussion room in the BC Early Years Professional Development Hub called
Thinking with the BC Early Learning Framework. Please visit www.bcearlyyearshub.ca to sign up. You can visit
www.ecpn.ca for news, updates, resources, and to sign up for pedagogist-led community events and you can
also follow the ECPN on Twitter @ECPNBc.

References
Government of British Columbia. (2019). The British Columbia Early Learning Framework. Province
of BC.
Pacini-Ketchabaw, V., Kummen, K., & Hodgins, B.D. (2020). Pedagogists and the early childhood
pedagogy network. The Early Childhood Educator, 35(1), 17-20

Sunshine Coast Child Care Community of Practice
Lauri Paul
A Community of Practice is about facing challenges together.
It is about conversations that challenge the ideas of the day. It has been almost
a year of meeting together the last Thursday of every month and our small core
group of regulars invite you all to join in the conversation.
We have been digging deeper and deeper each month into what makes our
careers as early childhood professionals worthwhile and what challenges us. There have been many
challenges this past year and “it has been great to find support with our peers.
The Community of Practice has been an open and welcoming place to get to know each other. We have
endeavored to support each other through the complexity of the learning and thinking process. New
perspectives, strategies and improved practices do not occur overnight. It takes time to build friendship,
understanding and trust. Through critical reflection and open honest sharing we have been building a
supportive foundation for early childhood educators to gather and be engaged. This is a generative practice
that feeds our well being and inspires our work. Please join us for our monthly meetings.
Please call 604-885-5657 or email if you have any questions. We are here to support our early childhood
caregiving professionals.

Dads Matter Online Group for Dads
To register, contact CCRR at 604-885-5657 or coastccrr@sccss.ca
Dads matter is an 8-week program for fathers looking to up their fathering game. You want to be the best dad
you can be and we are here to help you achieve that goal.
Come meet other fathers in the community and learn:


About the change in the fathering role, the importance of fathers



Developmental stages, how to enhance the connection with your child(ren)



About your reactions and how to gain more control. Effective discipline without punishment

Date: Tuesday evenings, April 27-June 15
Time: 8:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
Cost: Free. All dads are welcome!
Location: Zoom format. Please register to receive zoom link
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Experimental Play at Parent and Tot Drop In

By Nancy Carter, CCRR Outreach and Program Support
When playing with our children we have a wonderful opportunity to wonder
and explore.
We can share in finding joy in movement, touch, sound and visually
observing the world around us. Play builds on language and
communication. It creates a connection between you and your child, when
you share in their interests and asking questions like:
“I wonder what would happen if…” or “I wonder why that…” or “What do
you think?”
We don’t need to give them the answer. There doesn’t have to be a right or
wrong answer or an answer at all! It’s the process of questioning and
wondering and playing together that can create independent thinking and
love of learning.

Are you Providing Child Care in Your Home?

Outdoor play at Hackett Park.
Shape and color exploration at
the Family Place.

Why not become a Registered Licensed-Not-Required Child Care Provider?
Benefits of Registration Include:
Support
Information
Resources to enhance quality programming
Higher rates of Child Care Subsidy for families who qualify
For more information contact:
Sunshine Coast Childcare Resource and Referral Program
604-885-5657 coastccrr@sccss.ca

Stepping into kindergarten Health Event
Spring 2021
Do you have a child entering Kindergarten this September?
The Sunshine Coast Public Health team welcomes families of all children entering Kindergarten in to call and
book an appointment for immunizations before school starts. COVID-19 health screening prior to all appointments and changes to minimize risk in the health units are in place for children and their parents.
Location and Phone Number
Sechelt Health Unit—5571 Inlet Avenue, Sechelt

604-885-5164

Gibsons Health Unit—821 Gibsons Way, Gibsons

604-984-5070

A “Stepping Into Kindergarten Resource Package” is now available below for children entering
Kindergarten in September. Health professionals are able to talk to parents over the phone or set up
virtual appointments.
http://www.vch.ca/Documents/stepping-into-kindergarten-resources-for-families.pdf
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Sechelt Library Virtual Story Time
Sechelt Library welcomes Sam Iverson as Facilitator of Children’s Services.
She has been with the library for 4 years as the Technology Education Coordinator and recently moved into
the Children and Youth Programmer Position.
Drop by to talk to Sam about her favorite books, movies and video games.
Tahlia and Sheepie are proudly presenting Storytime online, bringing the fun and learning of story time
straight to your home. The whole family can share in songs, rhymes, and stories every week.
This event is free and open to all children! No registration required. Here’s a link to the library event schedule: https://sechelt.bc.libraries.coop/discover/news-events/

Children’s Services & Programs
Resources and Events at the Gibsons Library
Pippa Rogers is the Child & Youth Services Coordinator at the Gibsons & District Public Library. Pippa has
worked as a librarian in Vancouver for several years and is eager to collaborate with youth to create a vibrant
and youth-led collection. Pippa creates weekly Virtual Story Time
recordings using story and song to support early learning for preschool children.
Children’s Programs
Virtual Storytime & Tumblebooks
Watch, Read & Listen
Recommended Reading
Recommended Kidsafe Websites

Homework Help

Spring events
Teen and tween book clubs meet monthly on zoom and currently offer Take & Make science kits for spring break
Check the website for the full event schedule:
https://gibsons.bc.libraries.coop/explore/calendar/

S.T.E.A.M Kits Now available at both libraries

STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. From low to high
tech, these kits support STEAM literacy for children aged 3 and up.
Sechelt Library

https://sechelt.bc.libraries.coop/33227-2/

Gibsons & District Public Library https://gibsons.bc.libraries.coop/s-t-e-a-m-kits/

Seamless Day Project - Before & Afterschool Care Pilot Project
West Sechelt Elementary

The Seamless Day is designed to provide an inclusive, equitable, high-quality school-age child care program. An
early childhood educator provides child care for Kindergarten and early primary students in the morning, before
school begins, within the Kindergarten Classroom. This Early Childhood Educator remains in the classroom and is
joined by a second Early Childhood Educator, providing an opportunity for sharing of information, collaboration
and team planning. The second Early Childhood Educator then remains in the Kindergarten room, providing onsite childcare for students after school hours.
For more information on the Seamless Day Project or to register your child,
Contact: Kirsten Deasey at (604) 741-5787 or kdeasey@sd46.bc.ca
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