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Holiday Closures 

Both CCRR offices will be closed from  December 24 to January 3. 

Our offices will re-open on Monday, January 4, 2018, regular hours. 

We will also be closed for family day on Monday, February 15. 
 

If you need assistance with the Affordable Child Care Benefit, please  Click Here 

For all other enquiries, call Sunshine Coast Community Services Society  

at  604-885-5881. 

  

Season’s Greetings! 

Meet Nancy Carter! 
CCRR’s new Outreach and Program  
Support staff member 
 

I’m excited to be living and working on the wonderful Sunshine Coast 

and I’m so impressed with all the great amenities and supports 

offered.  

I come from North Vancouver where I kept busy working as a 

Preschool teacher and bringing up my 3 kids. I love to beach comb 

with my grandchildren and hike our beautiful trails. Thank you all for 

being so welcoming, I’m so happy to be here. It’s a great place to call 

home. 

Here we are at the end of another year and I have to say that I’m glad to see the end of 2020. This has been a tough 

year for everyone and at times the challenges have seemed insurmountable as we navigated our way through child 

care closures, health and safety protocols and coping with our fears and anxiety over the unknown. But we have also 

been inspired by the strength and resiliency of our child care community as they work tirelessly to keep families safe 

and well.  

At CCRR, we have adapted our program to enable us to continue to provide service. Our training is now delivered 

exclusively on line and we have been doing drop offs and pick ups of library items and art supplies at child care cen-

tres. Our community of practice meets once a month on zoom and all child care providers are invited to attend. Offic-

es in Gibsons and Sechelt are both open with regular hours and Worksafe BC protocols in place. The Madeira Park 

office remains closed for now. 

We have some great workshops coming up – more needle felting with the fabulous Natalie Grambow, a workshop 

about supporting children during the pandemic and a workshop about attachment and learning. Please see inside the 

newsletter for details.  

And lastly, you may have met our newest staff member,  Nancy Carter who took on the role of CCRR’s Outreach 

Consultant. It has been tricky for her to connect with the child care community during Covid but she has been busy 

making phone calls, doing outdoor support visits and helping to facilitate outdoor play groups with Parent-Tot-Drop-In. 

Thank-you for giving her a warm welcome.  

We hope you all have a safe and joyful holiday season. We’re looking forward to better times in 2021! 

Your CCRR team, 

Catherine, Tracy and Nancy 
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Hedgehog Finds a Home 
 - an online felting workshop with  
Natalie Grambow 
“Thank you Natalie Grambow and CCRR for hosting 

a wonderful evening felting via ZOOM! Natalie you 

did a fantastic job inspiring us and keeping us on 

track. I think everybody was happy and surprised by 

their adorable creatures.” 

 - Workshop participant  
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Parent and Tot Drop In—Painting Leaves in the Park 

A Note from Catherine 
 

This is my last submission to the CCRR newsletter. After 30 years in the child care field I will be retiring effective 

January 21
st
. For the past eight and a half years, I have been privileged to work with an amazing team of 

professionals both at Community Services and in the Sunshine Coast early years community. And I have so 

much respect and admiration for our dedicated child care providers who work long hours in a demanding job 

and who continue to provide an essential service during these unprecedented times. Your centres are truly both 

the backbone and heart of our community. 

I will miss everyone and all the excitement of the conference, our many events, and the happy chatter of 

children visiting the office.  I would like to congratulate our own Tracy Wright who will be taking over my position 

as CCRR Lead.  Tracy has been working in the  CCRR program for over 15 years and brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience. I’m confident she will be amazing in her new role.  

So have a happy holiday and stay well. I look forward to seeing everyone at events around the community.  

With gratitude, 

Catherine Bunce 



What is Pedagogy?  

By Cristina D. Vintimilla 
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Continued from page 4 
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Continued from page 5 
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10 Fabulous Ideas For Winter Outdoor Play!  

 Hammer nails into a pumpkin or rotting log 

 Crumble water colour paints into a powder, sprinkle 

onto paper and leave out in the rain. Watch what 

happens. 

 Draw with sidewalk chalk in the rain.  

 Paint with mud 

 Use turkey basters to transfer water from puddles 

 Create an obstacle course at the beach, in the forest 

or through your yard 

 Decorate a tree with edibles for birds 

 Make ice globes and take them outdoors (fill balloons 

with water and food colouring and freeze. When 

frozen, remove the balloon.) 

 Fill spray bottles with coloured water and “paint” the 

snow 

 Make frozen sun catchers: fill a pie plate, large lid, or 

other shallow container with water, add nature items 

such as leaves, twigs, ferns, rose hips etc then freeze 

overnight  



Upcoming Workshops and Training Opportunities  

To register, contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657  

or coastccrr@sccss.ca 

Information Session for Registered-License-Not-Required  (RLNR) Child Care Providers 
Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 6:30 – 7:30, Online 

Cost: Free 

Are you interested in providing child care in your home for two children (or one sibling group) in addition to your 
own children? CCRR staff will discuss the requirements for registration, the benefits to you and families, and 
available funding to help you get started.  

 
Needle Felting – Winter Naturescape 
A Needle Felting Workshop  -  Online Training  
Presenter: Natalie Grambow  
Date: Monday, January 25, 2021 6:00 – 8:30pm 
Cost: Free. Priority registration for Sunshine Coast child care providers. All materials will be provided ahead of 
the workshop. 2.5 hour pro-d certificates issued 
  
Participants will learn how to felt a small, magical winter naturescape and a little penguin. A naturescape is a 
small wool felted story mat used as the landscape to “illustrate a story”. It can be part of a winter nature story, 
setting a scene for an enchanted icescape, where the little felted penguin becomes the character in a puppet 
story. These soft props can be used with popular stories such a “Be Brave Little Penguin” by Giles Andreae, or a 
made up nature story.  
  
Natalie Grambow is a fiber artist and an accredited Waldorf Early Childhood Educator. She has an extensive 
background in therapeutic puppetry and story-telling for young children, and has been teaching felting and story-
telling workshops for many years to EC professionals.  

 
Our New Normal-Supporting Children During and After the Pandemic 
Presenter: Malgosia Tomanik 
Date: Thursday, February 18, 2021 6:30 – 8:30pm, Online 
Cost: Free 
Suitable for child care providers and other early years and middle childhood years professionals and parents. 
 
According to Health Canada, we will not go back to what life was like before January 2020 soon. We need to plan a 
new normal for our work with children and their families. The new normal depends on several unknowns which 
cause further stress and anxiety. This workshop will provide information on creating a positive environment 
and handling stress in ways that increase resilience among children.  Includes information on the impact of stress in 
uncertain times, anxiety, and strategies to manage stress and anxiety. 
 
Malgosia Tomanik, M.Ed., is a Family Consultant who specializes in supporting children preschool to high school 

age and their “big people” in a variety of environments, including homes, schools, and child care settings. Malgosia 

is experienced in addressing concerns associated with the daily challenges of caring for a child who requires 

support, including helping to make sense of difficult behaviour and supporting the big people for each child in finding 

a way through.  
 
Relationship Matters: Deepening Attachments and Fostering Learning 
Presenter: Colleen Drobot B.Ed., Dip. Of Special Education, M.A., R.P.C, M.P.C.C. 
Faculty, Neufeld Institute 
Date: Monday, March 8, 2021  6:30—8:30 pm 
Online 
Cost: Free 

Suitable for: child care providers, other early years and middle childhood years professionals and parents 

In this presentation parents and professionals will learn why the relationship with our children 
is the most important factor in their development, and how adults can deepen their 
 - continued -  
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attachments with the children in their care. Colleen will cover why children need to keep soft 
hearts, and how we can help them develop resilience and maturity. She will discuss theory and 
give practical suggestions of how to nourish relationships with children to help them flourish. 
 
Colleen Drobot is a registered professional counsellor and parent consultant with a private 
practice in North Vancouver. She has been an educator with over 20 years’ experience working 
with students in the regular classroom and special needs settings. She is a faculty member of 
the Neufeld Institute and uses Dr. Gordon Neufeld’s theories and approach to support parents, 
school staffs and other professionals who work with children and youth . 

Child Care Administration Corner  
 

ECE Professional Development Bursary Fund  

Upcoming Workshops and Training Opportunities  

To register, contact the CCRR at 604-885-5657  

or coastccrr@sccss.ca 

Child Care in the News 

Ottawa signals plans to create Canada-wide child care system, collect digital sales taxes | CBC News  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/economic-update-child-care-netflix-tax-1.5822327 

 

Trauma Informed Child Care Will Be the First in Canada 

https://vancouversun.com/news/trauma-informed-daycare-will-be-first-in-canada#:~:text=Trauma%2Dinformed%

20daycare%20will%20be%20first%20in%20Canada%20Back%20to,living%20in%20a%20refugee%20camp. 

 

Thousands more child care spaces coming for B.C. 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020CFD0095-001786 

 

B.C. Early Childhood Tax Benefit 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/family-benefits/bc-early-childhood-tax-benefit 

The Early Childhood Educators of British Columbia and the B.C. Ministry of 
Children and Family Development are delighted to announce that the Education 
Support Fund will soon be accepting applications once again for bursary funding. 

Funding assistance for the Fall 2020 semester is made possible through the 
Canada-British Columbia Early Learning and Child Care Agreement, a 
partnership between the Province of B.C. and the Government of Canada. 

Eligible applicants can continue to apply for one of two streams: 

 Student Bursary: up to $500 per course, to a maximum of 8 courses, for a total of $4,000 per semester to 
assist with tuition and living expenses while studying. 

 Workforce Development Bursary: up to $5,000 per semester to assist with tuition and other expenses such 
as loss of wages or travel. This funding will support ECEs, ECE Assistants, Responsible Adults (as defined 
in the Child Care Licensing Regulation) and StrongStart BC Facilitators who are currently working in the 
ECE field and would like to upgrade their credentials. Students can learn more about the eligibility criteria 
and apply here. 

For more information visit: https://www.ecebc.ca/ece-education-support-fund 
 
Bursary applications for the Fall 2020 semester will be open from December 9, 2020 at 7:00 a.m. to 
December 24, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. Applications will not be accepted before or after the submission period. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/economic-update-child-care-netflix-tax-1.5822327
https://vancouversun.com/news/trauma-informed-daycare-will-be-first-in-canada#:~:text=Trauma%2Dinformed%20daycare%20will%20be%20first%20in%20Canada%20Back%20to,living%20in%20a%20refugee%20camp
https://vancouversun.com/news/trauma-informed-daycare-will-be-first-in-canada#:~:text=Trauma%2Dinformed%20daycare%20will%20be%20first%20in%20Canada%20Back%20to,living%20in%20a%20refugee%20camp
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020CFD0095-001786
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/family-benefits/bc-early-childhood-tax-benefit
https://www.ecebc.ca/ece-education-support-fund


Thank You Rug Runners carpet store in 
Gibsons! 
A big thank you to Shelley, Brad, Shannon and Lucie for their 

very kind contribution to the Sunshine Coast Community 

Services Parent/Tot Outdoor Drop-in Program.  Their 

donated carpet mats are helping keep our bottoms warm and 

giving us all our own little space to aid us in social distancing. 

The CCRR office recently hosted a well-attended workshop, “Supporting 

Risky Outdoor Play”, presented by Dr. Marianna Burssoni. Dr. Burssoni is a 

highly respected speaker on child development and an Associate Professor 

in the Department of Pediatrics and the School of Population and Public 

Health at the University of British Columbia, as well as an investigator with 

BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute and the BC Injury Research and 

Prevention Unit. Her presentation addressed the developmental benefits of 

playing outdoors along with some practical suggestions to incorporate 

outdoor nature play in early childhood environments.  

Dr. Brussoni argues that outdoor play and exploration is even more important 

in today’s pandemic time. During these times of social isolation and hours 

spent with technology, children need the freedom to stretch out, to run, to 

jump, to climb. Playing outdoors helps children to learn to take risks and 

discover what their physical bodies are capable of in terms of strength, 

flexibility, balance and stamina. They are also learning to conquer failures,  

embrace  successes, and let their imaginations fly. 

In my 4 years of teaching an outdoor class and 20 years as an early childhood 

educator, I’ve observed the change in children’s play as they moved from the 

indoor classroom setting and that of the outdoor playground to the natural 

forest classroom. With a less structured environment they used their 

surroundings to enhance their play rather than limit it. Stumps became castles 

or pirate ships, sticks stirred a magic potion of moss and mud, and puddles 

became a place to catch enormous fish. I watched as children expanded their 

friendship circle creating more room for inclusive play as they shared ideas 

excitedly, strengthening their language and problem solving skills alongside 

their imagination and physical well-being.    

The exploration of nature stimulates a natural curiosity. It’s an opportunity to 

promote an educational curriculum that inspires and becomes meaningful as it 

allows emotional connections to develop towards the environment. Play in 

nature isn’t dictated or planned but a time for release and discovery and joy. A 

time for self-expression, a time to breathe.                                                                                    

So take the time to follow the children’s lead and jump in a puddle, watch the clouds or catch raindrops on your 
tongue and get outside to play!  

Outdoor Play – Lets embrace it  
By Nancy Carter, CCRR    
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ECPN SUNSHINE COAST 

PEDAGOGIST NEWS 
 
Dear Sunshine Coast Educators,   
 

It has been a very exciting time over the past 
few months for me to be working together with 
our Sunshine Coast CCRR in my new role as 
pedagogist. The role of pedagogist has been 
gently rolling out in British Columbia over the 
past year and despite changes in educators' 
working conditions due to COVID-19, the work 
of a pedagogist remains relevant in these 
times.  
 

I know that many of you are facing challenging 
situations within your programs and the thought of working together with a pedagogist might seem like 
something to wait to do until things 'settle down' or until it is a 'better time'. The interesting thing about 
working with a pedagogist is that pedagogists work with 'what is' during all times, including the easy and 
challenging times. In fact, thinking about pedagogy and curriculum during a challenging time invites the 
possibility of offering some very invigorating ideas for educators to work with.  
 

As pedagogists in British Columbia, my colleagues and I are hearing educators express feelings of being 
disconnected from families and encountering barriers to communicating with them, as well as feeling rushed 
in their day, stressed, alone, and isolated in their work. As pedagogists, we wonder about the in-between 
places of the isolation, stress, and disconnect and we also wonder about where we might find the 
connection, joy, and relationship living in those spaces.   
 

I am beginning to grow a hub of educators to work with me here on the Coast. I am currently working with 
two programs where we are beginning to think about curriculum and pedagogy during this pandemic time. I 
would like to invite all educators who are interested in exploring the possibilities of working with me in my hub 
to please contact me. If you would like to meet with me one day, evening, or weekend for a cup of tea over 
Zoom or on the telephone, I would love the opportunity to answer any questions you may have.   
 

In addition to working with a hub of educators here on the Coast, we have begun a cross-community 
conversations with both Sunshine Coast and Sea to Sky CCRRs that took place in November and 
December. These highly interactive and well attended professional learning conversations explored thinking 
with the Early Learning Framework to find joyful, meaningful ways to design our communities given these 
COVID-19 times.  We plan to continue the series in January and will email everyone an invitation to 
attend. These community gatherings are open to educators in the lower Sunshine Coast and Sea to Sky 
communities. Registered participants in our community conversations as well as educators who work with 
me are eligible to receive professional development hours from the ECPN.  

  
Please visit www.ecpn.ca to learn more about working with a community pedagogist in your program. You 
can contact me directly by email at jlacro@ecpn.ca or contact Sunshine Coast CCRR for more information 
about upcoming ECPN events for educators in our community. I very much look forward to hearing from you 
and I wish everyone a very happy holiday season.  

 

 Janet Lacroix, ECPN Pedagogist, BA 

(CYC), MEd (ECE) 

Follow ECPN on Twitter @EcpnBc 

Visit our website at www.ecpn.ca   

Collaborative Toddler Art on Floor at Esprit Daycare.  
Photo Credit: Janet Lacroix 
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Join us online for virtual story time! 

We're bringing the fun and learning of 

storytime straight to your home. The whole family 

can share in songs, rhymes, and stories every 

week.  

When: A new video will be posted every Thursday  

Where: Gibsons Library website  

https: / / gibsons. be.libraries.coop 

From the website click on For You then scroll down 

from Kids to Virtual Storytime.  

For more info:  

(604) 886-2130 

gdplinfo@gibsons.bclibrary.ca  
Virtual Storytime  

 

The team in the  FRP programs have decorated trees in 
our community and are encouraging families to add to 
them while they are out on the walks.  Here are some 
pics of families decorating these community trees 
bringing holiday magic to the coast.  
 

Trees in Gibsons, Davis Bay and Halfmoon Bay. 

Family Resourse Program  

Christmas Trees 
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